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ANNUAL DINNER 

Namaste! Our annual dinner in May was a great success, and the after-dinner entertainment 
was lively and noisy! One participant provided this feedback: “Was a lovely night & everyone 
enjoyed the good company, food & venue”. A significant amount was raised 
to support our sponsorship of three schools in the Bau District of Sarawak.  

Many thanks to those who donated the outstanding raffle prizes, and also to 
everyone who made additional donations. Very much appreciated!  

Many thanks also to Holly and Chef Bhim and the team from the Himalayan 
Kitchen Tibetan and Nepalese Restaurant in Melbourne Street for looking 
after us so well! 
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Branch updates 

Namaste! This newsletter contains some more images from our Annual 
Dinner at the Himalayan Kitchen – it was a great night!  

Congratulations to the winners of the various raffle prizes. The funds raised 
through the raffle will go towards our sponsorship of the three schools in the 
Bau district of Sarawak. Thanks to those who donated the raffle prizes, and 
many thanks also to everyone who made additional donations – your 
contributions will all be greatly appreciated by the students in Sarawak. 

We have more updates about the Air Force Cadets at No 604 Squadron, 
including some information on the Change of Command.  

In Operation ‘Cheras Road’, President Paul Rosenzweig travelled to Kuala 
Lumpur (at his own expense) to attend an investiture ceremony on 22 June 
in which Ms Claire Gatehouse, representing His Excellency Dr Justin Lee, 
presented the Medal of the Order of Australia to Dato Lim Kian Hock. 

During this trip, Paul also visited the Kuala Lumpur Civil Cemetery in Cheras 
Road to pay tribute to Australians and New Zealanders who died during the 
general periods of the Malayan Emergency and the Indonesian Confrontation 
with Malaysia who are buried there. 

Our ‘Badge of the Month’ feature looks at Commonwealth insignia relating to 
Malaya during the post-World War 2 era.  

We hope to see you at our July meeting at the Maid of Auckland Hotel. 
Remember there is no Friday meeting in August – instead, we have our 
ceremony on Friday 11 August and then we will have our Annual General 
Meeting on Sunday 13 August, followed by lunch. Our guest speaker will be 
Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC, Senator for South Australia and Deputy 
President of the Australian Senate. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

July meeting:  1115h Friday 21 July 
Maid of Auckland Hotel,  
followed by lunch 

 https://www.facebook.com/MaidEdwardstown  

Date of interest : Sarawak Day ï 22 July (1963) 

Date of interest : End of Confrontation ï 11 August (1966) 

Major event : Malaya -Borneo Veterans Day Service 
1100h Friday 11 August 2023 

AGM: 1115h Sunday 13 August 
 Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by lunch  

September meeting:  1115h Friday 15 September 
 Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by lunch  

 

NOTICES 

NEW MEMBERS 

Jim Nicholson  
Lynne Nicholson  

 

 

COMMITTEE 

Paul Rosenzweig OAM 
President  

Public Affairs Officer 

Don Cameron 
Vice-President 

Ceremonial Officer 

Paul Bayliss 

Jenny Cameron  
Treasurer 

Vicki Crannaford  

Di Davies 

Beverley Dubois 
Minutes Secretary 

Jeff Hiscock 

Chris Selby 

Mal White  
Merchandise Officer 

THANK YOU 

We thank Tony Zappia MP 
and the staff of his Makin 
Electorate Office for their 
generous assistance with 

our printing needs. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MaidEdwardstown
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ANZAC DAY 
Tuesday 25 April 2023 

Late last year, Jesse Isaac from No 604 
Squadron, AAFC was announced as the first of 
three recipients of the óCadet Sergeant 
Eleanore Tibble Pilgrimageô. 

Earlier (as a Cadet Sergeant at that time) Jesse 
Isaac had been a member of the Catafalque 
Party for our 2022 Malaya & Borneo Veterans 
Day service of commemoration. 

The óEleanore Tibble Pilgrimageô award allows 
the selected Cadets to visit various military and 
civilian establishments and participate in a 
significant Anzac Day activity. 

 

CDTSSGT Collett and CUO Isaac place a floral tribute at the  
Tomb of the Unknown Warrior in Wellington on 25 April 2023. 

 

Placing a floral tribute on 25 April 2023 – note Bill Russell (with 
the green beret) of the Hutt Valley Branch and national Vice-
President of the New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association. 

Since promoted to Cadet Under Officer (CUO), 
Jesse Isaac and another CUO from NSW 
visited the Australian War Memorial and the 
Treloar Technology Centre in Mitchell, and met 
with the Chief of Air Force and other key RAAF 
senior leadership identities. 

For their pilgrimage, CUO Isaac and CUO 
Charlie Smith visited New Zealand, where they 
first attended the Anzac Dawn Service at Upper 
Hutt near Wellington.  

CUO Isaac said: ñI had feelings of pride and 
honour. I am so grateful for the Service 
personnel who fought and made sacrifices for 
me to be able to stand peacefully while waiting 
for dawn to comeò.   

They then attended the New Zealand National 
Commemorative Service at Pukeahu National 
War Memorial Park in Wellington. 

CUO Isaac later reported: ñThis was a 
particularly important aspect of the trip as we 
honoured and remembered those who served 
for us and those who sacrificed for usò. 

During this service at the National War 
Memorial, CUO Isaac had the privilege of 
placing a floral tribute at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Warrior on behalf of the Australian 
Defence Force Cadets.  

He was accompanied by Cadet Staff-Sergeant 
Esmae Collett of the Wellington City Cadet Unit 
(New Zealand Army Cadets).  

CUO Isaac later reflected on his journey: ñThis 
pilgrimage was a very powerful and moving 
experienceò. 

 

CUO Jesse Isaac in Wellington with Willie Apiata VC,  
New Zealand Special Air Service. 
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2023 ANNUAL DINNER 
Saturday 27 May 2023 

We held an outstanding Branch annual dinner 
at the Himalayan Kitchen. 

The dinner marked the anniversary of the 
reformation of the SA Branch, to honour service 
and sacrifice during the Malayan Emergency 
and the Indonesian Confrontation (particularly 
the 50 Australians from the Malayan wars who 
still remain buried overseas), to remember 
fallen comrades and absent friends, and to 
support our sponsorship of three schools in the 
Bau District of Sarawak. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/The.Himalayan.Kitchen 

As is our custom at 
such dinners, we had  

the traditional table for  
óFallen Comradesô who  

could not be with us.  

Vice-President Don  
Cameron recited the  

Ode of Remembrance,  
and Paul Bayliss  

proposed the toast to  
óAbsent Friendsô. 

 

 

The after-dinner  
entertainment  
included various  
forms of clanging,  
trumpeting, tinkling  
and bowl-singing. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/The.Himalayan.Kitchen
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Many thanks to those who donated  
a great selection of raffle prizes. 

 

Ingrid had the first ticket drawn,  
and chose this nice bottle of Shiraz. 

 

The second ticket to be drawn was Criselôs,  
and she chose this selection of chocolates. 

 

Louisa chose this collectable Flanders Poppy  
mug and set of poppy napkins. 

 

Lynette chose a nice  
South Australian Shiraz. 

 

Paul chose this special set of King Charles III  
Coronation commemorative coasters. 
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Ian chose this selection of chocolates. 

 

Some French bubbly for Dr Tania. 

 

Helen chose a lovely Queen Elizabeth II  
souvenir trinket dish with lid. 

 

Even Chef Bhim was a winner ï with this special  
set of King Charles III Coronation coasters. 

 

For the after-dinner 
entertainment we  
followed Bhimôs directive: 
ñLetôs make some noise!ò. 

We tried our luck with  
various bells, cymbals, 
Tibetan trumpets and  
singing bowls. 
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ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE 
South Australian Parliament 

Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC, Senator for South Australia 
and Deputy President of the Australian Senate, has advised 
that on 18 May a bronze Active Military Service honour board 
was unveiled in Old Parliament House.  

This honour board acknowledges South Australian Members 
of Parliament who have seen active military service overseas. 

Only one parliamentarian served in the post-WW2 Malayan 
wars ï the Honourable James Desmond Corcoran AO MP 
(1928-2004).  

Des Corcoran served in Japan, the Korean War, the Malayan 
Emergency and in Papua-New Guinea, and subsequently 
became a member of the House of Assembly and Premier of 
South Australia.   

Born in Millicent on 8 November 1928, Des Corcoran enlisted 
in the Australian Regular Army in 1950 and was given the 
Army number ó2/3934ô.  

He was assigned to the Royal Australian Infantry Corps, and 
was posted to the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. 

He first served overseas in Japan with the Australian military 
component of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force. 

He then served with the rank of Sergeant with 1RAR during 
the Korean War from 1 April 1952 to 28 February 1953.  

As a Corporal (Temporary Sergeant), Corcoran was 
Mentioned-in-Dispatches for his ñcourage and skillò following 
a land-mine incident. 

 

Des Corcoranôs listing on the South Australian Parliament 
Active Military Service honour board; image provided by 
Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC. 

 

Formation sign of the 28th Commonwealth Independent 
Infantry Brigade Group, which was based at Minden Barracks 
on Penang Island from 1955, and then transitioned to 
Terendak Garrison between 1957 and 1962. 

On 25 September 1957, Warrant Officer Class 2 Corcoran 
embarked on the MV New Australia in Sydney, disembarking 
at Singapore on 11 October.  

He was first appointed to the Australian Detachment of the 
British Commonwealth Far East Strategic Reserve 
(BCFESR). 

He then served until 27 March 1960 as the Company 
Sergeant-Major of the 28th Commonwealth Independent 
Infantry Brigade Group. 

He was Mentioned-in-Dispatches for a second time, for 
ñoutstanding serviceò.  

He was commissioned in 1961, and finished his military 
service in 1962 with the rank of Captain. 

The Honourable Des Corcoran MP served as the 37th Premier 
of South Australia, from 15 February to 18 September 1979.  

He was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in the 
1982 Australia Day Honours List, ñIn recognition of service to 
politics and governmentò. He was also awarded the Centenary 
Medal in 2001. 
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Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM 
Thursday 22 June 2023 

In a very special and personal investiture ceremony at the 
Australian High Commission in Kuala Lumpur the Australian 
Charg® dôaffaires Ms Clare Gatehouse, on behalf of the High 
Commissioner His Excellency Dr Justin Lee, presented the 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) to Dato Lim Kian Hock. 

Dato Lim received the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(Honorary): 

ñFor service to Australia-Malaysia relations, particularly to 
commemorating the role played by Australians in 
Sarawak, Malaysia, during World War IIò.  

In addition to this, Dato Lim played a significant role in 
establishing the Sarawak Heroes Cemetery to include the 
graves of Iban Trackers from Sarawak who were killed in 
action during the Malayan Emergency, previously buried at 
various sites in Malaya and Singapore. 

Dato Lim has also played a key role in acknowledging the 
service of Australians and New Zealanders during the period 
of Indonesiaôs Confrontation with Malaysia. 

Dato Lim was accompanied by his elder son Wilfred Lim and 
daughter-in-law Stephanie Goh, and grandchildren Natasha, 
Timothy and Natania, and Dato Limôs younger son Eric Lim. 

 

President Paul Rosenzweig presented Dato Lim  
with this Certificate on behalf of the SA/NT Branch. 

In the lead up to the ceremony in Kuala Lumpur, Dato Lim sent 
us this email: 

Many thanks for your esteemed email enclosure and tribute 
for which I am very grateful to you. 

I am humbled by the presentation of the award and your great 
effort to join me and my family in the simple celebration as I 
could not have the achievement without all the support and 
contribution of you all.  

It is our joint effort in the interest of the spirit of ANZAC and 
the great sacrifices of all Australians and Commonwealth 
veterans.  

God Bless. 

 

 

President Paul Rosenzweig said: “It is our pleasure 
to acknowledge the contributions you have made 
and to do everything possible to perpetuate the 
Anzac connection with Sarawak”.   
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The Order of Australia 

Australiaôs national honour, the Order of Australia, was 
established by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of 
Australia, on the advice of the Prime Minister of Australia,  
by Letters Patent dated 14 April 1975. 

It was created to be ñan Australian society of honour for the 
purpose of according recognition to Australian citizens and 
other persons for achievement or for meritorious serviceò. 

The purpose of the Order of Australia is to recognise, by 
national honour, those who have made outstanding 
contributions that benefit their communities, and ultimately our 
country. 

The Order has an additional purpose ï it serves to identify role 
models at all levels and in all spheres of the community. 

 

The emblem of the Order of Australia is a gold convex disc 
representing a single flower of mimosa (óGolden Wattleô).  
The disc is surmounted by the Crown of Queen Elizabeth II. 

 

MC for the ceremony was Ms Kate Wiencke (left),  
First Secretary (Political Economic). 

 

Charg® dôaffaires Ms Clare Gatehouse presents the  
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) to Dato Lim. 

 

Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM with Clare Gatehouse,  
Charg® dôaffaires at the Australian High Commission  

in Kuala Lumpur. 

 

President Paul Rosenzweig presented Dato Lim  
with a Certificate on behalf of the SA/NT Branch  

(image courtesy of the Australian High Commission). 
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President Paul Rosenzweig with Dato Lim and members of his family who attended the investiture. 

 

The Australian High Commission release on Twitter. 

Datuk Dr Philip Ting AM sent the following message:  

ñHeartiest congratulations to you Dato Lim for the wonderful 
work you are doing for Sarawak and Australia. A well 
deserved awardò.  

Dato Lim sent this message to the SA/NT Branch:  

ñI hereby record my heartfelt thanks to all of you for all your 
collaboration, support and guidance for me to be able to walk 
forward to receive the award. This also shows the strong spirit 
of brotherhood of Australia/NZ (ANZAC) and Sarawak/ 
Malaysia since WWIIò. 

Dato Limôs son Wilfred wrote to Paul:  

ñThank you firstly for making the journey to KL, and your 
personal stories during my dadôs investiture. And thank you 
for your friendship, that was very heart warming to seeò. 

 

GAWAI DAYAK 
Sekolah Kebangsaan Suba Buan 

Gawai Dayak (ñDayak Festivalò) is an annual festival and public 
holiday celebrated in Sarawak on 1 and 2 June by the Dayak people 
(Iban, Bidayuh, Kenyah, Murut, Kayan and Kelabit). 

It is also celebrated by other Dayaks around Malaysia, Indonesia and 
abroad. 

It is a thanksgiving and harvest festival that marks the plentiful yield 
and planning of future prospects. 

It is a celebration of the Dayak peopleôs religious and social values 
and symbolises unity, aspiration, and hope. 

This greeting ñSelamat Hari Gawaiò (right) was released by the staff 
of SK Suba Buan in the Bau District, one of our sponsored schools.  
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Bill Russell 

The MVA Contingent Commander for the 2023 Service of 
Commemoration in Kuching will again be Bill Russell of the 
Hutt Valley Branch and national Vice-President of the New 
Zealand Malayan Veterans Association. 

William Russell was born in Falkirk in Scotland on 1 August 
1939. He was evacuated to the Isle of Man during World War 
2, and returned to Scotland at the age of 7.  

The family moved to England in 1948, but Billôs father was 
offered a managerial job in Auckland so in 1952 the family 
emigrated to New Zealand.  

Bill was educated at Avondale College in Auckland, and then 
joined the Post and Telegraph Service as a junior radio 
mechanic based in New Market, Auckland.  

He later transferred to Himatangi Radio Station, which 
handled all overseas telephone calls as well as the HMNZS 
Irirangi high-powered transmitters and Waiouru Army 
transmitters. 

Bill joined the New Zealand Army on 14 May 1961, as an 
infantryman with óDô Company of the 1st Battalion, The New 
Zealand Regiment at Burnham Camp in Christchurch.  
On completion of his basic training, he was posted to 
Headquarters Company of 1NZR as a Signaller. 

 

Bill Russell, speaking during the 2019 Service of 
Commemoration in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park. 

Bill saw operational service in Malaya from 8 November 
1961 to 5 November 1963 as a Signaller with Headquarters 
Company 1NZR, and was promoted to Lance-Corporal. 

After his discharge, Bill worked in the agricultural business 
and spent 45 years in various roles.  

He started as a territorial representative for Shell Chemicals, 
and over time became the sales manager for their pesticide 
and vegetable seed businesses.  

Bill became the manager of SGS Wool Testing Laboratory, 
and represented NZ at World Wool forums.  

Bill has been a member of Hutt Valley Malayan Veterans 
Association for 16 years, and a member of the national 
Malayan Veterans Association and Vice-President for 
14 years. 

Bill led the MVA Return to Malaysia party in 2017, during 
which their Confrontation memorial plaque was unveiled in 
the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park on 29 August 2017.  

He led another Return to Malaysia contingent in 2019, 
During this visit, the MVA and SA/NT Branch of the National 
Malaya & Borneo Veterans Association Australia Inc  
co-hosted a combined Service of Commemoration in the 
Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park on 29 August 2019. 

This will be Billôs third visit to Sarawak. 

 

The New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association memorial 
plaque in Kuching, unveiled on 29 August 2017. 
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No 604 SQUADRON, AAFC 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 
Wednesday 24 May 2023 

Congratulations to Leading Cadet Rayaan 
Hashwani who has been presented with the 
Silver Award badge and certificate of the Duke 
of Edinburghôs International Award. 

This is the 55th award to be presented to a 
Cadet at 604 Squadron in the last six years.  

Leading Cadet Hashwani will be able to use his 
Silver Award to gain 20 Credits towards his 
SACE Stage 1. 

This ceremony on Wednesday 24 May was the 
last official duty of Flying Officer (AAFC) Kieran 
Wandel, who has completed a four-year term as 
Commanding Officer.  

 

Flying Officer (AAFC) Kieran Wandel (left) with Leading Cadet 
Rayaan Hashwani and Flight Lieutenant (AAFC) Paul Rosenzweig. 

 

Flying Officer (AAFC) Kieran Wandel with members of the 
Catafalque Party, Honour Guard and NMBVAA Banner Bearers 
from No 604 Squadron AAFC, Friday 26 August 2022. 

This ceremony took place at Hampstead 
Barracks during the Change of Command 
parade. 

As Commanding Officer of 604 Squadron, 
FLGOFF(AAFC) Wandel has provided great 
support to our Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day 
services over the last four years. The presence 
of the Cadets and their increasing involvement 
in our ceremony has been commented on 
frequently by veterans and families.  

After the 2021 service, one veteran said: 
ñAbsolutely brilliant to see the catafalque 
parties using the .303ò SMLEs .... and that the 
cadets have learnt the drills using those 
firearms is simply fantasticò. 

Later, on the same night, the Qualification 
StageïAdvanced badge was presented to 
Cadet Under Officer Devanshee Jain. This was 
the first official duty of incoming Commanding 
Officer, Pilot Officer (AAFC) Jordan Box. 

The Qualification StageïAdvanced badge is a 
blue four-bladed propellor on a circular gold 
background. It is awarded to Air Force Cadets 
who have completed the Advanced stage of the 
AAFC home training curriculum.  

This badge supersedes the Qualification 
StageïProficiency (a three-bladed propellor 
badge). 

Congratulations CUO Jain! 

 

PLTOFF(AAFC) Jordan Box congratulates CUO Devanshee Jain. 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Friday 11 August 2023 
Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day 

Our principal guests of honour and wreath-layers will be 
Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC, 
Governor of South Australia and our Branch Patron, 
and Mr Rod Bunten. 

Our Branch Padre Major Quentin Castle will officiate as 
usual. No 604 Squadron, AAFC will again provide the 
armed Catafalque Party and Honour Guard.  

The ceremony will be followed by our usual reunion and 
a light lunch at Hilton RSL.  

For catering purposes, please let Jenny Cameron know 
if you will be attending the reunion and lunch. 

 

 

Sunday 13 August 2023 
2023 Annual General Meeting 

This yearôs AGM will be held at the Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by 
lunch. Agenda, portfolio reports and other details to follow. Paul Bayliss 
will be the Returning Officer. We are very privileged to have as our 
Guest Speaker Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC. 

Senator McLachlan served as an officer in the Australian Army Reserve 
from 1993 to 2018, which included two deployments at the foot of the 
Hindu Kush in Afghanistan. He now serves as Senator for South 
Australia and Deputy President of the Australian Senate. 

 

Friday 18 August 2023 
Vietnam Veteransõ Commemorative Service 

A service of commemoration will be conducted by a group of veteran 
organisations in partnership with the SA Vietnamese community at the 
Vietnam War Memorial adjacent to Torrens Parade Ground. This 
service will acknowledge the 50th anniversary of the end of Australiaôs 
involvement in the Vietnam War 

President Paul Rosenzweig and Vice-President Don Cameron will 
attend to represent the SA/NT Branch, and Don will place a tribute. 

 

Saturday 9 December 2023 
SA/NT Branch Christmas Lunch 

We will hold our annual Christmas Lunch at Club Marion at 262 Sturt 
Road, Marion.  

The booking has been confirmed; many thanks to Beverley Dubois for 
facilitating the discounted room hire fee. Donations of interesting raffle 
prizes would be appreciated. 

https://www.clubmarion.org.au/  

  

https://www.clubmarion.org.au/
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OPERATION ‘HORNBILL 2023’ 

SR23 Tour Shirts 

Please contact Jenny Cameron urgently if you require a Sarawak Reunion 2023 tour 
shirt. Peter cannot accept any new shirt orders (there is not enough time to order the 
shirts in), but there is still enough time if you are providing your own shirt.  

We would like to thank Peter and Tina Kluge of óCustom Caps & Stuffô who have done 
a great job of putting these shirts together for us at a reasonable price. óCustom Caps & 
Stuffô is a local business in St Agnes. You can find their contact details here: 

https://www.facebook.com/CustomCapsandStuff/ 

 

SR23 Badges 

We are having embroidered SR23 tour badges made up, 80 x 50 mm in size. Each tour 
participant will be given one badge at no cost with the compliments of the SA/NT Branch. 

These badges are available plain, to be sewn directly onto a shirt, cap, etc.  

They are also available with a Velcro backing ï you can sew one piece of Velcro to your 
shirt, cap, bag and then attach/remove the badge as required. 

Additional badges may be purchased to use as gifts, swaps, etc ï contact Paul 
Rosenzweig for details.  

Many thanks to Philip Blackwell of óA1 Insigniaô for putting these together for us at a 
reasonable price. óA1 Insigniaô is a veteran-owned and operated business. You can find 
their contact details here: 

https://www.facebook.com/A1InsigniaAust 

 

 

 

Memories of Bau ð Mr Anthony Phillip 

In January 2009, Paul Rosenzweig made a private visit to Bau and 
Kampung Stass. In Bau, he met Mr Anthony Phillip who was working 
at the Bau Council offices. Mr Phillip took Paul to the abandoned site 
of Cambrai Camp, the battalion headquarters camp during 
Confrontation, which was located opposite Tasik Biru (óBlue Lakeô). 

As a young boy in 1965, Anthony Phillip had been employed at 
Cambrai Camp in the 3RAR Sergeants Mess. He remembers the 
names of WO1 Stanley, Staff-Sergeant Witchess, Sergeants 
Burrows, Clarke, Frazer, McCormack, Smith and Webster, and 
Corporal Darren. 

Paul then had the privilege of visiting Mr Phillipôs house on the 
outskirts of Bau ï which he had turned into a Confrontation Museum, 
with many plaques and various other memorabilia on display.  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/CustomCapsandStuff/
https://www.facebook.com/A1InsigniaAust
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BADGES OF THE MONTH 

Malaya Command, 1950 - 1957 

This is an original formation badge of Malaya Command, worn 

between 1950 and 1957  during the Malayan Emergency . 

In response to the Malayan Emergency  which began in 1948 ,  

on 1 August 1950 the post -war ôMalaya Districtõ was upgraded 

to full command status as ôMalaya Commandõ. 

The badge worn by British troops assigned to Malaya Command 

featured a golden Kris (a native Malayan dagger) printed  on 

green diagonal -weave cotton drill material. The badge worn by 

Commonwealth troops had the Kris printed on burgundy  cotton . 

The badges are opposing, and were worn on the shoulder of the 

Battle -Dress jacket with the point of the dagger to  the front.  

The Federation of Malaya gained independence from Britain on 

31 August 1957 . At this time , Malaya Command was disbanded  

and was succee ded by ôOverseas Commonwealth Land Forces 

(Malaya)õ based on the 17th Gurkha Division. 

 

The shoulder badge of Malaya Command 
(1950-57) featured a golden Kris printed on 
green diagonal-weave cotton drill material. 

Malaya Command had actually come into existence in 1929  ð established for the coordination of the 

defences of British Malaya and reporting directly to the Colonial Office . 

Malaya Command, 1929-1942. Malaya Command initially comprised one British and one Indian infantry 

battalion, plus supporting arms. By 1937, the garrison comprised three British infantry battalions in Singapore, 

and one Indian infantry battalion at Penang. Headquarters was  at the Fort Canning Command Centre on 

Fort Canning Hill in Singapore. By November 1940, the strength of Malaya Command was 17 battalions.  

After Japanese forces invaded Malaya on 8 December 1941, British forces retreated to Singapore Island: the 

colony wa s invaded on 7 February 1942 , and Malaya Command was disbanded on 15 February 1942.   

Malaya Command, 1945 -1947. On 1 November 1945 , Malaya Command was re -formed through the 

redesignation of Headquarters 14th Army, with its headquarters again based at Fort Canning in Singapore.  

Malaya District, 1947 -1950. In August 1947, Headquarters Far East Land Forces (HQ  FARELF) was established, 

with its Headquarters at Singapore. At the same time, Malaya Command was downgraded and divided into 

two separate military districts ð ôMalaya Districtõ and ôSingapore Districtõ. These were in turn divided into various 

Sub-Districts. 

The formation badges worn during the post -war period up to 1950 featured a golden Kris embroidered on 

green felt (or burgundy felt for Commonwealth forces).  

 

Green embroidered felt badge  
of Malaya Command (1945-47)  
and Malaya District (1947-50). 

 

Burgundy embroidered felt badge 
of Malaya Command (1945-47)  
and Malaya District (1947-50). 

 

Printed badge on burgundy cotton 
drill material of Malaya Command 
(Commonwealth troops, 1950-57). 
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COMMEMORATION 

Cheras Road Civil Cemetery 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

With the Malaysian National Flag, at our 
commemorative events we honour the 
service of Australian Service personnel in 
the Malayan wars.  

In particular, we honour the 36 fallen from 
the Malayan Emergency and one who died 
prior to the prescribed start date of the 
Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia, 
who remain buried overseas in Malaysia.  

Three of these Australians remain buried 
in a civil cemetery in Kuala Lumpur. 

 

Mal White, Paul Rosenzweig and Don Cameron  
with our new Malaysian National Flag. 

 

A197 Warrant Officer George Robert Tait (1910-1951) 
No 38 (Transport) Squadron, Royal Australian Air Force 

Warrant Officer George Tait died of illness 
in Kuala Lumpur on 22 April 1951, aged 40, 
while serving with No 38 (Transport) 
Squadron, RAAF.  

Born in South Shields, County of Durham 
on 16 September 1910, Tait settled in 
Central Queensland and was a grazier near 
Sarina, south of Rockhampton. 

He enlisted in the Australian Military 
Forces (the part-time Militia) in 1938 and 
served for two years with ‘D’ Company of 
the 42nd Battalion, as a Corporal at 
Yeppoon.   

He enlisted in the Permanent Air Force in 
1940, serving as a Drill Instructor and later 
Warrant Officer Disciplinary (WOD).  

  
The headstone of Warrant Officer George Robert Tait in the 
Cheras Road Commonwealth War Graves annex (row 18). 

After World War 2, he served two tours with the RAAF Component of the British Commonwealth Occupation 
Force in Japan, serving with No 5 Airfield Construction Squadron. On 2 March 1950 he was appointed Warrant 
Officer Disciplinary, and was posted to No 86 Wing on 5 June. On 14 June he was posted to No 38 (‘T’) Squadron, 
RAAF which had been assigned with eight Dakota aircraft to the Commonwealth Far East Air Force, based at RAF 
Changi supporting counterinsurgency operations in Malaya.  

From July 1950 until February 1951, the squadron’s primary task was conducting courier flights to Borneo, Ceylon, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan and the Philippines, as well as supply and aeromedical evacuation flights in Malaya. 
In April 1951 the squadron began operating from Kuala Lumpur with No 1 Squadron RNZAF; it moved back to 
Changi in July 1952 and returned to Australia in December that year.  

Warrant Officer Tait’s name is honoured on the Rolls of Honour in the Commemorative Area at the Australian 
War Memorial (panel 2). 
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2/7789 Sergeant Lionel Aubrey Tucker (1925-1961) 
101 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 

Sergeant Lionel Tucker died of illness 
(leptospirosis) while serving in Malaya on 
26 February 1961, aged 36.  

Because he died after 31 July 1960, the 
date the government of Malaya officially 
declared the Emergency over, Sergeant 
Tucker’s name was not added to the 
Australian War Memorial Rolls of Honour.  

Following protracted negotiations with 
the Australian War Memorial and 
Defence, several names were added to the 
Rolls of Honour in June 2013, with the 
relevant panel recast and replaced.  

The name of Sergeant Tucker was 
included under the title ‘Southeast Asia, 
1955-1975’ (panel 2). 

 

The headstone of Sergeant Lionel Aubrey Tucker in the 
Cheras Road Commonwealth War Graves annex (row 38). 

 

13339 Private Francis Noel O’Sullivan (1926-1963) 
3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 

Private Frank O’Sullivan died on the Malay 
Peninsula on 14 November 1963, aged 37. 
His vehicle overturned while returning 
from Malacca to Terendak Camp. 

Frank O’Sullivan was born in Sydney on 
15 March 1926. He served during World 
War 2 (army number ‘NX207644’), and 
joined the 66th Australian Infantry 
Battalion when it was formed on Morotai 
on 20 October 1945, as a component of 
the 34th Australian Infantry Brigade. 

He served with the British Commonwealth 
Occupation Force in Japan. The battalion 
was redesignated ‘2nd Battalion, 
Australian Regiment’ in November 1948, 
and the regiment was granted the Royal 
prefix on 31 March 1949. 

 

The headstone of Private Francis Noel O’Sullivan in the 
Cheras Road Commonwealth War Graves annex (row 38). 

O’Sullivan was a member of the Royal Australian Infantry Corps, and served with the 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment at the end of the Korean War from 25 March to 9 November 1954. On 25 September 1957, 
he embarked in Sydney for Singapore during the Malayan Emergency, serving until 5 October 1959. He deployed 
again with 3RAR in July 1963, on the battalion’s second tour of duty on the Malay Peninsula. 

Because he died before the prescribed start date of the Indonesian Confrontation on the Malay Peninsula 
(17 August 1964), Frank O’Sullivan is not listed on the Australian War Memorial website nor on the Rolls of 
Honour.  His name is however commemorated on our Branch plaque in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park. 
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MALAYAN EMERGENCY  

Roll of Honour ð July  

Honouring the sacrifice of the 45 Australians 

who died on operational service during the 

general period of the Malayan Emergency, 

16 June 1948 to 31 July 1960.  

1/3542 Private James Neville Metcalf,  

2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:  

4 July 1957  

O52768 Flight Lieutenant  

Dennis St George Greaves Oates,  

Base Squadron, RAAF Butterworth:  

10 July 1959  

A218384 Leading Aircraftman  

William Patrick Duffy,  

Base Squadron, RAAF Butterworth:  

26 July 1959  

A312178 Aircraftman John George Lawson,  

Base Squadron, RAAF Butterworth:  

26 July 1959  

2/8409 Lieutenant Clive William Bridge,  

1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:  

28 July 1961  

Lest we Forget 

CONFRONTATION  

Roll of Honour ð Ju ly  

Honouring the sacrifice of the 26 Australians 

who died during the general period of the 

Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia, 

24 December 1962 to 11 August 1966.  

213347 Signalman Kenneth Charles Johnson,  

208th Signal s Squadron (Commonwealth):  

3 July 1965  

342550 Corporal Peter John West,  

Assault Pioneer Platoon, Support Company,  

4th  Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment : 

2 July 1966  

3411676 Sapper Reginald Nevill Bridgland,  

22 Construction Squadron,  

Royal Australian  Engineers : 

31 July 1966  

Lest we Forget 

 

213347 Signalman Kenneth Charles Johnson (1941-1965) 

Signalman Kenneth Johnson served with the Royal Australian Corps of 
Signals. During Confrontation, he deployed to the Malay Peninsula and was 
attached to 208 (Commonwealth) Signals Squadron, 28th Commonwealth 
Infantry Brigade Group. 

Johnson was injured in motor vehicle accident on the Malay Peninsula, and 
died in Kuala Lumpur General Hospital on 3 July 1965, aged 24. 

Signalman Johnson was buried in the Terendak Garrison Cemetery in 
Malacca, Malaysia with full military honours. 

On 2 June 2016, his remains were repatriated in a C-17A Globemaster aircraft 
in Operation óReuniteô. 

Aircraft bearing the coffins of 25 Servicemen and eight dependants from 
Terendak Military Cemetery in Malaysia and Kranji Cemetery in Singapore 
landed at RAAF Base Richmond in Sydney, after which a military repatriation 
ceremony and memorial service for families was conducted, attended by the 
Governor-General, friends and former colleagues of the deceased. 

Signalman Johnson was reinterred in the Sydney War Cemetery in Rookwood, 
NSW. 

His name is listed on the Rolls of Honour (panel 3) in the Commemorative 
Area at the Australian War Memorial. 

Lest we Forget  
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O52768 Flight-Lieutenant Dennis St George Greaves Oates (1920-1959) 

Flight-Lieutenant Dennis Oates died of illness on 10 July 1959 in the British Military Hospital in Hong Kong while posted to 
Base Squadron, RAAF Butterworth Detachment óAô in Hong Kong. 

Dennis Oates was born in Hyderabad in India on 11 November 1920, the son of a British Civil Engineer Reginald Thomas 
Greaves Oates and his wife Agnes Louise, who lived in Osmanabad, Deccan. 

Dennis Oates was a graduate of the Indian Military Academy and served as a Captain in the Indian Army for 12 years from 
1939 to 1951, earning the Defence Medal and War Medal 1939-1945.  

After moving to Australia, he joined the Royal Australian Air Force as an Airman on 30 December 1952 (number óA52768ô). 
After Recruit Training at Richmond, he served in Perth as an Orderly Room Clerk with the rank of Leading Aircraftman.  

In 1954, Oates attended the Officersô Training Unit at Rathmines, and was granted a permanent commission in the RAAF on 
27 August 1954 as a Flying Officer (Special Duties Branch, Ground Defence).  

Oates served with No 5 National Service Training Unit, and was promoted to Flight-Lieutenant on 27 August 1957.  

He completed a Chinese (Mandarin) language training course at RAAF Point Cook.  

Then, on 20 December 1957, he was posted to No 1 (óBomberô) Squadron, with A73 Lincoln B Mk 30 bombers based at RAF 
Station Tengah in Singapore.  

The 1 Squadron Lincoln bombers had been based at Singapore since 17 July 1950. During the squadronôs eight years in 
Singapore, more than 3,000 bombing and strafing sorties were carried out against the Communist Terrorists. The significant 
contribution of 1 Squadron was recognised with the presentation of a Squadron Standard by the Commander-in-Chief Far East 
Air Force, Air Marshal The Earl of Brandon. 

Flight-Lieutenant Dennis Oates was awarded the General Service Medal with clasp óMalayaô for service at RAF Station Tengah 
in 1957-58, and the Returned from Active Service Badge. 

On 2 June 1958, he was posted to Base Squadron, RAAF Butterworth Detachment óAô in Hong Kong, where he lived with his 
wife Beatrice Ethel Grace Oates (Betty) in the Married Quarters in Grosvenor House in MacDonnell Road.  

His Graves Registration record shows he was cremated in Hong Kong.  

The name of Flight-Lieutenant Dennis Oates is honoured on the Rolls of Honour in the Commemorative Area at the Australian 
War Memorial (panel 2), under the unit title óBase Squadron Butterworthô. 

Lest we Forget 

 

Aircraftman Dennis Oates,  
pictured on 17 March 1953. 

 

The name of Dennis Oates is listed on the Rolls  
of Honour at the Australian War Memorial. 
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2/8409 Lieutenant Clive William Bridge (1933-1961) 

Lieutenant Clive William Bridge of the1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment suffered severe burns in a military truck accident 
on 17 July 1961 while heading towards Malacca, on the Malay Peninsula. He died in the British Military Hospital, Singapore on 
28 July, aged 27.  

He is not listed on the Rolls of Honour at the Australian War Memorial under the title óMalayan Emergencyô as his death 
occurred after 31 July 1960, the date the government of the Federation of Malaya officially declared the Emergency over. 
Instead, he is listed in the Commemorative Area under the title óSoutheast Asia, 1955-1975ô. 

Bridge was born in Mayfield, NSW on 21 September 1933. He first enlisted with a National Service Intake on 20 August 1953, 
and underwent training with the 19th National Service Training Battalion. He later graduated from the Officer Candidate School 
ï Portsea. 

Lieutenant Bridge emplaned in Sydney with a 1RAR advance party on 31 August 1959, and deplaned in Singapore on 
1 September; the main body embarked on the chartered troopship MV Flaminia on 20 September 1959. The Flaminia was a 
former passenger liner, in the service of the British Merchant Navy during the early years of World War 2 as the Empire Swan.  

The incoming battalion group disembarked at Singapore on 2 October and, after a period of acclimatisation and issuing of 
equipment, underwent jungle training at the Jungle Warfare School at Kota Tinggi. They were soon reported to be óflat outô, 
getting their first month-long taste of the Malayan jungle.   

The following month they moved to Perak State and joined the 28th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade Group in the continuing 
hunt for communist-terrorists in North Malaya. The brigade group again came under the control of Australian Army Force, 
Headquarters Far East Land Forces (FARELF). 

The Government of the Federation of Malaya declared the Emergency over on 31 July 1960, but the 1RAR Group continued 
on operations until the end of its scheduled tour of duty in October 1961. Lieutenant Bridge qualified for the General Service 
Medal, 1918-62 with clasp óMalayaô, and this was awarded in May 1960. 

Lieutenant Clive William Bridge is one of 50 Australian fallen from the Malayan wars ï 42 from the Emergency and 8 from 
Confrontation ï who remain buried overseas. 

In 2021, a commemorative service was held at the Royal Military College-Duntroon, as a direct response to Lieutenant Bridgeôs 
former classmates asking to have his name honoured. RMC-D is the custodian of the OCS Portsea Memorial Wall and OCS 
Portsea Memorial Tablet. The original policy was that only those who had died on óactive serviceô were given a place on the 
honour roll. In 2000, that policy changed, but the status of Lieutenant Bridge was not considered until some time later. An 
investigation determined that Lieutenant Bridge was eligible to be inscribed on the Roll of Honour.  

The College held a small ceremony on 17 July 2021 ï the 60th anniversary of Lieutenant Bridgeôs death ï in which a newly 
installed plaque on the OCS Memorial Wall was unveiled.  

Lest we Forget 

 

The grave of Lieutenant Clive William Bridge in Kranji 
Military Cemetery, Singapore in December 2019. 

 

Lieutenant Bridge’s former classmates with his plaque 
on the OCS Memorial Wall, installed on 17 July 2021. 

 


