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ANZAC DAY - HONOURING SARAWAK

During the Anzac Day March in Adelaide, South Australia on 25 April, we carried the Sarawak
flag to particularly honour the eleven Australians who died while on operational service in
defence of Sarawak, or who died after being evacuated from Sarawak, during
the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia.

It was an opportunity to also pay our respects to the family and comrades of
Laskar Kanan Joanna Felicia anak Rohna from Sarawak, who died when the
AgustaWestland AW139 helicopter she was aboard crashed in Perak. She was
laid to rest with military honours in her home-town as we were marching.

Lest we Forget
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NOTICES

COMMITTEE
2024

Paul Rosenzweig OAM
President, Secretary
Public Affairs Officer

Don Cameron
Vice-President
Ceremonial Officer

Paul Bayliss

Jenny Cameron
Treasurer

Vicki Crannaford
Assistant Treasurer

Di Davies

Beverley Dubois
Minutes Secretary

Jeff Hiscock

Mal White
Merchandise Offficer

THANK YOU

We thank Tony
Zappia MP and the
staff of his Makin
Electorate Office
for their generous
assistance with all

our printing needs

BRANCH UPDATES
‘KEEPING IN THE LOOP”

This newsletter brings some more images and stories from Anzac Day. In
marking the 25th anniversary of the first Australian Defence Force
deployments to East Timor, Brigadier Rob Atkinson AM RFD (ret'd) has
provided us with some insights from his deployments.

We remind members that your subscriptions for 2024 are due, and we would
greatly appreciate your attention to this. Remember there is a cashback bonus
for financial members at the Christmas lunch.

Corresponding members living interstate or overseas are exempt from
membership fees, but we do appreciate your support of the Branch through
feedback and contributions for the newsletter, and your generous donations
towards the schools in Sarawak which we sponsor.

We have our Annual Dinner coming up this month, and further ahead our AGM
and Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day. Please advise Paul Rosenzweig if you
wish to remember a particular person at our commemoration on 30 August
and place a tribute.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June meeting: 1115h Friday 21 June
Maid of Auckland Hotel,
followed by lunch

Annual Dinner: 1800 for 1830h, Friday 28 June

Himalayan Kitchen Restaurant, Melbourne Street
Dress is smart casual / after 5. Bring your jacket,
beret and medals for a Branch photograph.
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SA/NT Patron: Her Excellency the Honoarable Frances Ada

SA & NT Branch Annual Dlnner 2024

Himalayan Kitchen, 73 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide ~ Friday 28 June 2024

Marking the anniversary of the reformation of the South Ausiralan Branch, honouring service and saciifice during the.
ergency and the C (paricularly the 50 Australians from the Malayan wars who still

remain buried overseas], remembering absent friends. and supporting our sponsorship of schiools in Sarawak

LEST WE FORGET % KAMI JANGAN LUPAKAN

Visit our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/

Visit our Website:
https://www.nmbvaa.org.au/sa_nt.php



https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/
https://www.nmbvaa.org.au/sa_nt.php
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ANZAC DAY
Thursday 25 April 2024

Heading up our Malaya-Borneo contingent was
East Timor veteran Nathan Price carrying the
Australian National Flag ahead of contingent
leader Don Cameron.

Ben Ortmann (pictured) and Matt Kuna were
our Banner Bearers, representing the late
Corporal Ross Ortmann (1935-2002).

Vicki Crannaford carried the Malaysian National
Flag in memory of her brother Signalman John
Darrell Tassell (1944-1966) who died in
northeastern peninsular Malaysia on 4 April
1966 while serving with 208th Signals
Squadron (Commonwealth), aged 21.

SAINT Branch Vice-President Don Cameron once again
led the Malaya-Borneo contingent in Group 3.

Don served at Terendak Garrison at Malacca with 2RAR
from 1962, and participated in counter-insurgency patrols
on the Thai-Malay Border with 3RAR in 1964.

In March 1965, during the Indonesian Confrontation with
Malaysia, Don deployed with 3RAR to Sarawak in northern
Borneo, serving at a fortified company patrol base near
Kampung Gumbang in the Bau District, close to the border
between Sarawak and Indonesian Kalimantan.
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Cadet Corporal Roshan Abraham from No 604 Squadron
supported the Adelaide Anzac March by carrying the
placard for the Malaya and Borneo community contingent
and dependents, Post-WW2 Conflicts to Present
(Group 16).

CCPL Abraham serves as the Section Commander of
4 Section, Bravo Flight.

Cadet Corporal Abraham supported our Malaya & Borneo
Veterans Day service in West Torrens on Friday 11 August
2023 as one of the Catafalque Party members.
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Many thanks to RSL SA Ambassador Lieutenant-Colonel Bill Denny AM BM (ret'd) for mentioning Vice-President Don Cameron
during the Anzac March commentary, and also the late Brian Selby and Aileen Ryan. That was important — the March was
viewed, and Bill's commentary was heard, by many of our friends in Sarawak and Kuala Lumpur — who have since written to
say how very much they appreciated it. Of course, Bill's commentary was also heard by many of our house-bound members
here and interstate. And since the event, many more of our members have watched it on YouTube.

For our Association, those few words have reverberated throughout Australia and the southeast Asian region.

You can view the Dawn Service and Anzac March podcast here (use the Settings button to choose the highest resolution):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJQgGk7o04gl



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJQgGk7o4qU

June 2024, Page 5

ANZAC DAY
The East Timor Deployments, Part 1

Another Adelaide local who served in East Timor, particularly during the early INTERFET period, is
Brigadier Robert Atkinson AM RFD FAMA (ret'd), of the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps.

Rob deployed to East Timor in late 1999 as a medical specialist, and then three further times over the
next few years. In the 2008 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Associate Professor Atkinson was appointed
a Member of the Order of Australia, “For service to medicine as an orthopaedic surgeon and through
contributions to professional associations”. Rob has kindly compiled some recollections of his service in
East Timor under warlike conditions.

As a retired Brigadier and Orthopaedic Trauma Surgeon with 47 years in the Australian Defence Force (both full-
and part-time), it gives me great pleasure to reminisce.

I was a ‘Conscript gone wrong’ it has been said.

As medical officers, we are placed in a unique position to hear information and stories almost first hand -
“Guess what happened today Doc”. There is probably a therapeutic dimension to this, as a problem sharedis a
problem halved, and most certainly itis a privilege as it is thus to look after those who put themselves in harm’s
way for us.

However the Army also teaches - “No names, no pack drill!”.
Or for us medical officers, these informal chats remain “Medical in Confidence”.

One story I recall was during a riot — a mob was approaching an Armoured Personnel Carrier which was armed
with a .50-inch calibre machine-gun. A serious weapon. The lead rioter holding a Molotov cocktail, looked up and
saw the weapon training on him. He stopped, smiled and put the cocktail down. The machine-gun tilted up. The
riot stopped. | thought it unusually good judgement, as any other soldier may have opened up. Maybe the
Australian way was the most sensible.

To go back to the early days prior to the mission in East Timor, the Commander Major-General Peter Cosgrove was
told by the UN in no uncertain terms that there was no place for another Australian Brigadier.

The reply, as you would expect from the
Commander, was that Atkinson is not a Brigadier,
but an Orthopaedic Trauma Surgeon.

That said it all, as surgeons do not grow on trees,
and competing civilian interests at home means it
is difficult to recruit such specialists as Reserve
Officers. The privilege to serve is more than worth
it, but sometimes itis a hard sell.

| got to deploy and other one-stars (Brigadier
equivalent) medical specialists followed.

| served four times, mostly on six-week rotations,
with one of them being a bit shorter covering the
Presidential inauguration as required by the UN.
| did not see much on that trip as we were locked
Living conditions in Dili. in!
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On this first deployment, our hospital was set up in
the grounds of the former Dili Museum.

My commitment came well into the Mission, and
conditions were not busy trauma-wise but there
were plenty of tropical diseases, particularly
dengue. There were many mossies, and one of my
patients with a fractured ankle caught dengue in
hospital!

Living was austere, very hot and humid with a
shortage of water, but the patients had priority.
Our smallresidence was called ‘Changi’.

One of my colleagues was so concerned that he
continually, obsessively and totally covered himself
ininsect repellent. | liked hanging out with him — my

The Operating Theatre in Dili. own personalinsect repeller fog.

The soldier running the laundry recognised me, and asked if | had written up a Corporal up for a medalin Rwanda
during my deployment there. | recalled the situation, where the most good done in Rwanda was actually done by
the laundryman. In the Crimean War, Florence Nightingale took a mortality of approximately 40% down to 4%, and
thus began modern Nursing by cleaning up the hospital.

Unsung amongst a mountain of foul sheets etc, this laundryman had worked with a tribe of local Rwandans,
cleaning up and giving hope. As the ‘shit mountain’ was under our sleeping quarters in a ruined hospital, we knew
things were getting better as the smell went away.

The Surgeons got the headlines. The laundryman got a gong for doing more good than anyone on the Mission.

Now this laundryman asked, “Would | like my clothes and sheets etc washed?”. l indicated that if | smelt good the
rest of the Surgical team would kill me. “l will do the lot” was his reply.

The army lesson is that if you are nice to people on the way up, you may meet them on way down.

The UN placed a Portuguese battalion on the ground. What were they thinking bringing the Colonial power back.
Machete wounds resulted, and one day a Timorese Doc raced in and said “give me a grenade”. Hold on, thisis a
hospital. My father is bowing down to the Portuguese as he was taught (ordered) to do. | agreed we should chuck
grenades together. He was amazed and settled down: no grenades, and the world got a little better.

We will hear more from Brigadier Atkinson in the
following newsletters. His closing words though
are important here.

On the Anzac March, our President called an
‘Eyes Right' four times as we passed war
memorials and the saluting dais. Then, after
crossing the Torrens, there was one more
important salute:

Finally, | would note, on behalf of allin Defence
Health, of the privilege of caring for those who
place themselves in harm’s way for us.

These are the words on the Simpson and Donkey
statue on the corner of King William Road and War
Memorial Drive.

The ubiquitous machete - Timorese tree felling. Worth a look sometime!
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BRANCH MEETING
Friday 26 April 2024

On Anzac Day we marked the 25th anniversary
of the first deployments to East Timor. Paul set
up this small East Timor display at our April
monthly meeting.

Don discussed material that was raised at the
DVA Deputy Commissioner’s Consultative
Forum on Thursday 21 March. The PowerPoint
presentations that were presented on the day
are available if anyone is interested:

> “Children’s experiences of PTSD”

> “Veterans’ Entitlements, Treatment and Support
(Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024”

Don thanked all who participated in the Anzac
Day March. We kept up a good steady pace for
the whole march without having to stop, and
mostly kept good spacing. Jeff queried about
watching the march again: the link for the
YouTube podcast is in this newsletter.

Lawrence said he was very pleased with the
attendance at the Combined Services Mess at
Torrens Parade Ground after the march.

Paul thanked him for his hospitality and said
that perhaps next year we will reserve a table.

For the Annual Dinner on Friday 28 June, Paul
reminded everyone to book and pay in advance.

Bob McNeil passed on his congratulations to
Paul and his dedication to producing such
informative newsletters.

BRANCH MEETING
Friday 17 May 2024

The President read a short letter he had received
from Mary, the sister of the late Aileen Ryan,
thanking us for our support at the funeral.

Mal White showed us the new design for the
NMBVAA stubby holder: he has placed an order
with a reliable supplier in Queensland.

Vice President Don attended a DVA Budget
meeting, and brought updated copies of the
Advance Care Directive for members.

For the Annual Dinner on Friday 28 June: if you
would prefer to have something different from
the banquet selection, just let Jenny know. You
can order your own meal on the night — although
1t might come out later than the rest, so you may
want to order in advance.

If you are interested in being a guest speaker for
Remembrance Day let Paul Rosenzweig know.
We have had members speak at the Modbury
High School Remembrance Day Assembly in
past years, and they may be looking for a
speaker again this year.

Congratulations to Vicki Crannaford — pictured
at her Surprise Birthday Party on 11 May.
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PJM PRESENTATION CEREMONY
Sunday 26 May 2024

We gathered at the OG Hotel to celebrate the award of the Pingat
Jasa Malaysia to Major Ansel Mathews (ret'd). The medal was
presented to Ansel by our State President Major Paul Rosenzweig
OAM (retd).

Ansel has been a member of the South Australia & Northern Territory
Branch since 24 January 2011. In his long military career in the Royal
Malaysian Army, Ansel saw service in the United Kingdom, and in
Germany with the 1st Battalion, Royal Ulster Rifles, service at home
as a squadron commander in the 1st Reconnaissance Regiment,
peacekeeping service with the United Nations in the Congo, and
representational service as a military attaché in the UK.

At home, he undertook counter-insurgency operations with the
1st Battalion, Federation Regiment during the Malayan Emergency,
and with the Federal Mobile Reserve at the very beginning of the
Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia.

PINGAT JASA MALAYSIA
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No 604 SQUADRON, AAFC

ANZAC DAY
Thursday 25 April 2024

Cadets and staff from 604 Squadron demonstrated their commitment to honouring the fallen by
attending and participating in a number of events over the Anzac commemorative period.

Firstly, a 604 Squadron ceremonial detachment supported the Dawn Service commemoration
conducted by Payneham RSL at the Payneham Memorial Gardens on OG Road. The Catafalque Party

was commanded by Cadet Warrant Officer Ryan Truong.

As a Cadet Corporal at 604 Squadron in 2022, Ryan Truong was the
inaugural winner of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA memorial trophy
—the Squadron Executive Instructor’s Award.

This trophy is presented to the Cadet who has displayed consistent
excellence in drill and ceremonial activities through the year and in
representational roles, and has maintained the highest personal
standards.

The shield was presented to Cadet Corporal Truong by President
Paul Rosenzweig and Vice-President Don Cameron at the
604 Squadron End of Year Parade at Hampstead Barracks on
Sunday 18 December 2022.

The 604 Squadron ceremonial detachment following the Payneham RSL Dawn Service.




June 2024, Page 11

The 604 Squadron ceremonial detachment following the RSL SA Anzac March in Adelaide.

A 604 Squadron detachment supported the RSL SA Anzac March in Adelaide. Individual Cadets were
placard bearers for the various contingents, and separately joined the AAFC contingent for the March.

Some 6 Wing Cadets served to the very last siren, supporting the AFL ANZAC Round at Adelaide Oval.
Cadet Corporal Ro Van Den Berg from 604 Squadron provided this report on the day:

We spent a few hours out the front of the South Gate,
promoting the AAFC and engaging with the public.

Cadets and staff during this period took shifts managing
the stand, and viewing the other Defence stands. Some of
these included push-up challenges and mobile
telecommunications stands.

After that, my group went into the stadium to the meeting
point for the Guard of Honour. From then our group
participated on the grass in the Guard of Honour, which
the players ran through to get onto the field.

Just before the game, there was a ceremony which had a
Catafalque Party which was made up of two Army soldiers,
one Air Force, and one Navy. The Ode of Remembrance
was recited, the National Anthem was sung, and the Last
Post was played — during which our group as a Flight stood
at attention and saluted. After that, we collected food and
drink and moved into the stadium and watched the match.

This was an amazing experience for me, and | would do it
again if | could.
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2024 CADET OF THE YEAR AWARDS DINNER
Saturday 4 May 2024

Congratulations to Cadet Sergeant Charlene
Bhasme, who was selected as the No 6 Wing
Cadet of the Year for 2024.

As a Leading Cadet in 2022, Charlene Bhasme
had supported our Malaya Borneo Veterans
Day service of commemoration at the Cross of
Sacrifice in the West Torrens War Memorial
Gardens as member of the Catafalque Party,
carrying an innocuous .303-inch SMLE rifle from
the era of the Malayan wars.

Charlene is pictured left receiving her
Certificate of Appreciation from Vice-President
Don Cameron at the 604 Squadron End of Year
Parade on 18 December 2022.

CSGT Bhasme represented SA at the Awards
Dinner at the Australian Defence Force
Academy in Canberra on Saturday 4 May.

Congratulations Cadet Sergeant Bhasme!

Cadet Sergeant Charlene Bhasme, pictured with (left to right): Group Captain (AAFC) Stephen Johns, Commander AAFC;
Air Marshal Robert Chipman AO CSC, Chief of Air Force; and Warrant Officer of the Air Force Ralph Clifton.
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BADGE OF THE MONTH

United Nations

Anzac Day this year had an additional purpose
of marking the 25th anniversary of the first
deployments to East Timor.

After the initial stabilising action undertaken by
the International Force East Timor (INTERFET) in
late 1999, on 25 October 1999 the administration

of East Timor was taken over by the United
Nations through the United Nations Transitional
Administration i n East Timor.

UNTAET was created under UN Security Council
Resolution 1272. The handover of command of

military operations to the UNTAET Peace -Keeping
Force (PKF) was completed on 28  February 2000.

Troop Contributing Nations were issued a
standard brown cotton drill brassard bearing the
badge of the United Nations, with its title in English
and French (pictured right).

Australian deployments to the UNTAET PKF were

known as Operation O0Tanat

to 19 May 2002) .

Australian Army personnelworea brassard made
of AUSCAM camouflage material with the UN
badge above the Australian Army national
identifying badge (pictured right)

Further Australian deployments during this phase
of the campaign were

> Operation o6Citadel 6 i4on s

UNMISET Peacekeeping Force (May 2002 to
May 2004),

> Operation 6Spired in su
(from 20 May 2004); and

> Operation 6Chirond in s
in Timor-Leste (20 May 2005 to 11 May 2006).

p

u

United Nations accoutrements  on display at the
Military Museum in Chhauni, Kathmandu.

The flag used by Nepali Army contingents
to United Nations missions .
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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The original list of the attendees at the inaugural SA Branch dinner (partially redacted).

ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION OF THE SA BRANCH
Annual Dinner, Friday 28 June 2024

Our Branch Annual Dinner has been held in recent years as a purpose of marking the anniversary of the reformation of the
SA Branch in 2010. A lot of the Branch history is slipping away, and it is important that it be recorded.

At a recent monthly meeting, Jim Deering surprised us with an original list of the attendees at the inaugural dinner in 1997 —
when the South Australian Branch of the National Malaya & Borneo Veterans Association was first established.

The National Malaya & Borneo Veterans Association Australia was originally a branch
of the parent association in the United Kingdom (NMBVA).

In June 1995, Australia become its own independent association, with the National
Headquarters being registered in Queensland. The first Annual General Meeting was
held at the RSL Geebung, with Richard H Webber elected as National
Chairman/Secretary.

In 1997, South Australian members gathered to form a state branch: at the foundation
dinner Ross Ortmann (with membership number AS001) was elected President of the
SA Branch.

Other attendees were Trevor Zubrinich from Stirling North (AS002), Daniel Freeman
from Robe (AS003), John Currie from Hope Valley (AS005), William Jarman from Two AUSTRALIA
Wells (AS007), John Marshall from Hallett Cove (AS008), Dick Villiers from Coromandel
Valley (AS009) and Francis Thurston from Parilla (AS010).

The first Associate was Kathleen Villiers (AAS001). The NMBVA insignia used
from 1997 until about 2003.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Also included among those in attendance were Jim Deering (AS011) and Don Cameron
(AS014). Appended to the list were Brian and Chris Selby.
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On 22 November 2001, the national body became incorporated in the ACT under the
name “Association of Malaya & Borneo Veterans of Australia Incorporated”.

On 10 May 2002, the national body gained new incorporation under the name “National . T,
Malaya & Borneo Veterans Association Australia Incorporated”. ;

After a long iliness, founding President Ross Ortmann died in Adelaide on 19 May 2002,
aged 66. Brian Selby had been acting in the role, and took over as President.

After a hiatus, on Saturday 17 July 2010 a dinner was held to re-form the Branch in CoiSps TG
South Australia. The first Annual General Meeting of the SA/NT Branch was held at
Hilton RSL on Wednesday 21 August 2010, with 24 in attendance.

Brian Selby gained the new South Australian membership number ‘5001’. Chris and
Brian’s Membership Application form is dated 21 August 2010, and Chris was given the
new membership number ‘5030°. Others with the earliest membership numbers were
Vice-President Don Cameron (21 August 2010, 5002) and Treasurer Jenny Cameron
(5004), Secretary Leonie Hughes (5003), Allan Davies (5005) and Di Davies (5011),
Roger Burzacott (5009) and Jim Deering (5012). Certificate of Incorporation
dated 10 May 2002.

At this time a national Constitution of the National Malaya & Borneo Veterans
Association Australia Incorporated was adopted.

ANZAC DAY
Adelaide, Wednesday 25 April 2001

On Anzac Day 2001, members of the SA Branch, NMBVAA participated in the Adelaide Anzac March with State
President Ross Ortmann as contingent commander, and his grandsons as Banner and National Flag Bearers.

Known contingent members, left to right: #1 Les Fisher (brown jacket and baseball cap); #2 Unknown (baseball
cap, in rear); #3 Brian Selby; #4 Unknown (blue jacket, baseball cap in rear); #5 Unknown (white hat and beard);
#6 Boyce Moffatt; #7 Captain Aileen Ryan (ret’d); #8 Mrs Fisher (obscured).

Under Banner: #1 Unknown (grey suit); #2 Unknown (blue tie); #3 Unknown (with sunglasses); #4 Dennis Price
(in rear); #5 Bill Hansen (dark suit in front); #6 Unknown (in rear, obscured); #7 Stanley Donaghy (grey suit).
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2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday 16 August 2024

This year's AGM will be held at the Maid of Auckland Hotel at
the normal Friday meeting time, followed by lunch as usual.

Agenda, portfolio reports and other details to follow. Sergeant-
at-Arms Paul Bayliss will be the Returning Officer.

za
NATIONAL MALAYA & BORNEO VETERANS ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA INC
South Australia & Northern Territory Branch

INVITATION

SA & NT Branch Annual General Meeting
Friday 16 August 2024, Maid of Auckland Hotel

N/

Dress is smart casual / business. Bring your jacket, beret and full-size medals for a Branch photograph — miniature medals are
ok to wear as well. As usual, spouses and descendants may wear family medals on the right side.

Our Guest Speaker will be Glenn Docherty, Mayor of the City of Playford. Glenn was first elected to Playford Council in 2003,
at the age of 19. He was re-elected for a second term in 2006, and became Deputy Mayor. In 2010, Glenn Docherty was

elected as the third Mayor of the City of Playford.

Playford’s Royal Connections

Most members will know a little of the history of the township of
Elizabeth, which was established in 1955 and named after
Queen Elizabeth Il. In 1997, the original councils of Elizabeth
and Munno Para amalgamated to create the modern City of
Playford.

Beyond just the name, Playford has many ‘royal’ connections,
including hosting two Royal visits.

At the times of the accession and coronation of King Charles Il
our veteran members recalled two key matters of personal
significance.

Firstly, at various times they all swore an oath to “well and truly
serve Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her Heirs and
Successors according to law” (or words to that effect). That
certainly remained true in 2022 and 2023 - as a standing oath
of loyalty to King Charles Il

And secondly, throughout military careers which mostly began
in the early 1960s, they all wore badges bearing the St Edward’s
Crown of Queen Elizabeth I.

Some of these careers were short, but included operational
deployments overseas in the Queen’s name, acknowledged by
a war medal bearing the Queen’s effigy. Others saw longer
service but uniquely, served perhaps a thirty-year career fully
within the reign of one sovereign.

This is an opportunity to explore Playford's royal connections
through the original city of Elizabeth, and to also reflect on more
recent connections established in this vibrant and progressive
city to Adelaide’s north.

a 7
ELIZABETH
CITY CENTRE

From the south, Elizabeth City Centre is accessed
from Main North Road via the Philip Highway
and then Elizabeth Way.
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MALAYAN EMERGENCY
Roll of Honour — June

Honouring the sacrifice of the 46 Australians
who died on operational service during the
Malayan Emergency, 16 June 1948 to 31 July
1960, and in the period immediately after.

2/2836 Corporal John Norman Allan,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
22 June 1956

1/3693 Private Geoffrey Clyde Fritz (MID),
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
22 June 1956

1/3207 Private Cedric Charles Ingra,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
22 June 1956

2/9108 Private Thomas Benjamin Hallard,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
24 June 1957

2/7623 Private Jack Frederick Potts,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
24 June 1957

3/410140 Private Joseph James Wilson,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
26 June 1957

015609 Flying Officer Michael Vaughan Curtis,
No 77 (Fighter) Squadron RAAF: 16 June 1961

Lest we Forget
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CONFRONTATION
Roll of Honour — June

Honouring the sacrifice of the 26 Australians
who died during the general period of the
Indonesian  Confrontation with Malaysia,
24 December 1962 to 11 August 1966.

37562 Lance-Corporal Paul Harold Denehey,
Royal Australian Corps of Signals,
1 Special Air Service Company:
6 June 1965

311512 Private Victor Herbert Richards,
4th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment:
20 June 1966

Lest we Forget

T & S ST TR
LCPL Denehey is honoured on the SA/NT Branch

Confrontation plaque in the Sarawak Heroes
Memorial Park, unveiled on 29 August 2016.

The ‘Pipeline Ambush’

Three soldiers from ‘A’ Company, 2RAR were killed in a fire-
fight near Sunggei Siput in Perak Province on 22 June 1956
during Operation ‘Shark North’:

Corporal John Norman Allan (1924-1965) was killed crossing
the track on which the patrol had been walking.

Private Geoffrey Clyde Fritz (1935-1956), an Owen Machine
Carbine gunner, was wounded-in-action but kept firing until he
died from his injuries; he was posthumously Mentioned-in-
Despatches for bravery.

Private Cedric Charles Ingra (1935-1956) was killed by
Communist Terrorists firing from concealed positions in the
thick undergrowth near the track.

The three were buried with full military honours in Taiping
(Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak.

Members of ‘A’ Company, 2RAR slow marching
with arms reversed in the funeral procession for the
three Australian infantrymen killed in the Pipeline
Ambush in Perak Province on22 June 1956.
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Operation ‘Eagle Swoop’, Part 1

Two soldiers from Support Company of the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment were killed in a fire-fight near Kroh in northern Perak on the Malay-
Thai border on 24 June 1957 (a third soldier, Private TD Hogg, was wounded):

2/7623 Private Jack Frederick Potts (1933-1957): killed-in-action, aged 24
2/9108 Private Thomas Benjamin Hallard (1936-1957): killed-in-action, aged 21

The 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 2RAR had deployed in the
MS Georgic from Brisbane on 8 October 1955, and was assigned to the
28th Commonwealth Independent Infantry Brigade Group, a formation created
on 16 September 1955. The brigade comprised units from Australia, New
Zealand and the UK — three infantry battalions (Australia contributing a rotating
battalion group), and a British field artillery regiment with an Australian field
artillery battery.

Privates Potts and Hallard deployed to Malaya in 1956 as battalion
reinforcements, emplaning in Sydney and deplaning in Singapore the following
morning — on 4-5 May 1956 and 3-4 December 1956 respectively.

In June 1957, they were members of a four-man patrol taking part in a major
sweep along the rugged mountain spine which separates Malaya from Siam
(Thailand), which encountered 30 Communist Terrorists in a camouflaged
camp, and the two were killed in the ensuing fire-fight.

Operation ‘Eagle Swoop’, Part 2

A third 2RAR soldier, from Machine Gun Platoon, Support Company, was
accidentally killed two days later — shot returning from a patrol near Kroh:

Private Joseph James Wilson (1924-1957): killed (gunshot wound) on 26 June 1957,
aged 33

Wilson was an original member of 2RAR when it departed Brisbane in the
MS Georgic on 8 October 1955. The battalion disembarked at Penang on
20 October 1955.

Privates Potts, Hallard and Wilson were buried with full military honours in
Taiping (Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak. Their names are
located at panel 2 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.

They are among 50 Australian fallen from the Malayan wars — 42 from the
Emergency and 8 from Confrontation — who remain buried overseas.
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Privates Potts, Hallard and Wilson were buried in Taiping
(Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak.
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015609 Flying Officer Michael Vaughan Curtis (1934-1961)

Flying Officer Michael Curtis, a pilot with No 77 (Fighter) Squadron RAAF, died
in the Federation of Malaya on 16 June 1961, aged 27.

Born in Japan on 22 January 1934, Curtis had earlier joined an Army National
Service intake which commenced on 5 January 1953, with the 11th National
Service Training Battalion at Wacol, Queensland.

In June 1961, Flying Officer Curtis was participating in an Army Co-operation
Exercise, flying a Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation CA-27 Sabre Mk 32 jet
aircraft, number ‘A94-977’. He was conducting a demonstration of attacking
ground targets (without armament release) under simulated forward air
controlling in the Sunggei Patani area when his aircraft crashed into the United
Patani Rubber Estate, 15 nautical miles north-east of the RAAF Base at
Butterworth.

Curtis was buried on 17 June in the Penang (Western Road) Cemetery.

His name is not listed by the Australian War Memorial as his death occurred
after 31 July 1960, the date the government of Malaya officially declared the
Emergency over.

Operation ‘Sharp Look’
One of the more tragic of the deaths from Confrontation resulted not from enemy action, but through being gored by an elephant.

Paul Denehey joined the Australian Regular Army on 22 February 1962, and was allocated to the Royal Australian Corps of
Signals. On 13 August 1963 he joined 1 SAS Company, The Royal Australian Regiment.

In February 1965 he joined a four-man Operation ‘Claret’ reconnaissance patrol in Sabah on Operation ‘Sharp Look’, operating
along the Sabah-Kalimantan border. On 2 June the patrol was attacked by a rogue elephant, and Lance-Corporal Denehey
died of his wounds in the jungle several days later — a date of death was recorded by Army as 6 June 1965.

Lance-Corporal Paul Denehey (1944-1965) is commemorated in Campbell Barracks in Swanbourne, WA on the SASR
Memorial known as ‘The Rock’, and in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching on the Special Air Service Regiment
Association plaque (unveiled on 4 August 2015) and the SA/NT Branch Confrontation plaque (unveiled on 29 August 2016).

Lest we Forget

Lance-Corporal Paul Denehey was buried with full In 1975, Lance-Corporal Paul Denehey’s
military honours in Ulu Pandan Military Cemetery remains were exhumed and re-interred
in Singapore on 12 June 1965. in Kranji Military Cemetery, Singapore.
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311512 Private Victor Herbert Richards (1942-1966)

Victor Herbert Richards was born in the UK on 24 January 1942. He saw service in the early 1960s as a Royal Marine, and
departed the UK by aircraft for Australia on 13 October 1964 under the Assisted Passage Migration Scheme. On 28 April 1966,
Richards deployed to Sarawak, Borneo as a rifleman in 9 Platoon, ‘C’ Company, 4RAR under Lieutenant Rod Curtis.

On 15 June, he was wounded-in-action in a firefight near Kampong Bokah, west of Kuching. Boyce Moffatt has recalled that
on that particular day, their section commanded by Corporal Bourke was ordered to occupy a position at a feature named ‘Api’.
Later that day Private Richards and another soldier were wounded during a contact.

Boyce has also advised that the other soldier who was
wounded was Corporal Eddy Lang; The Age of 22 June 1966
reported that Corporal Lang, aged 24, had received a chest
wound during the clash with the Communist Terrorist guerillas.

The two soldiers were evacuated by stretcher late in the
evening to a jungle heli-pad, and evacuated by RAF Whirlwind
helicopter the next morning. Boyce advises that, because it
was still dark, some digger came up with the idea of placing
hexamine tablets in the metal cups from the water bottles and
lighting them to guide the helicopter in.

The Canberra Times of 18 June reported that the soldiers
were on the Dangerously lll list in Kuching General Hospital.

Private Richards was transferred by aircraft to Singapore

General Hospital on 19 June, but died of his gunshot wounds During the SA/NT Branch 2023 reunion visit to Sarawak
on 20 June, aged 24. we held a commemorative service in the Sarawak Heroes
Lest we Forget Memorial Park to honour the six fallen 4RAR members.
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Private Victor Herbert Richards was buried in the Private Richards is commemorated on a plaque in the
ANZAC section of Mount Gravatt Cemetery in Brisbane. Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park (unveiled 25 April 2016).

The six 4RAR soldiers are commemorated on a plaque on Private Richards is commemorated on our plaque in the
the Adelaide Rifles Walkway, unveiled on 1 February 2009.  Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park (unveiled 29 August 2016).




