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MALAYA & BORNEO VETERANS DAY  

On Monday 28 August, we joined with the New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association to 
conduct a Service of Commemoration in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park to mark the  
57th anniversary of the signing of the Malaysia-Indonesia Peace Agreement 
which brought to an end the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia. 

The event was kindly facilitated by the Sarawak Tourism Federation.  

We thank the MVA Vice-President Bill Russell and the NZ Contingent 
Sergeant-Major Ray Marshall for their support. Dean Emeritus Michael Buma 
Galami (Diocese of Kuching) officiated, and Her Excellency Pam Chong Dunn, 
New Zealand High Commissioner to Malaysia, delivered the keynote address.  
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Branch updates  

This newsletter primarily contains stories and images from our Malaya & 
Borneo Veterans Day commemorative ceremonies in Adelaide and Kuching, 
and reports on Operation óHornbill 2023ô, our Sarawak Reunion visit. 

In these ceremonies we have noted that this year is the 57th anniversary of 
the signing of the Malaysia-Indonesia Peace Agreement which brought to an 
end the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia on 11 August 1966. 

Of significance to our reunion contingent, this year Sarawak has marked the 
60th anniversary of its Independence on 22 July 1963, and Malaysia has 
marked the 60th anniversary of its creation on 16 September 1963. 

Our óBadge of the Monthô feature starts looking at some Malaysian Army 
insignia, with particular relevance to Borneo.  

For those with an interest in badges, there are still a few of our Operation 
óHornbill 2023ô Sarawak Reunion badges available for $5 each ï contact Paul 
or Jenny. 

The Commemoration section reflects on members of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
who lost their lives during operations against Communist Terrorists in Malaya.  

We welcome as a Corresponding Member Gordon Townsend in Victoria, who 
served in Sabah as a Sapper with 22 Construction Squadron, RAE. He says: 
ñI still remember the day that Malcolm Fraser, then the Minister for Defence if 
my memory is correct, walked down the road that we were constructingò. 
Gordon also served with 21 Construction Squadron, RAE during his Regular 
Army service. 

Save the date for our Christmas lunch ï and just a reminder that current 
financial members will receive $10 cash-back at the lunch. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Sarawak reunion:  Datuk Dr Philip Ting AM will be available  
to meet members from 0930h on Friday 
20 October at the Maid of Auckland Hotel  

October meeting:  1115h Friday 20 October 
Maid of Auckland Hotel,  
followed by lunch  (Datuk  
Philip will join us for lunch)  

 https://www.facebook.com/MaidEdwardstown  

Date of interest : Saturday 11 November: Remembrance Day 
 Personal observation  

November meeting:  1115h Friday 17 November 
Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by lunch  

Christmas Lunch:  Saturday 9 December 2023 
Club Marion, 262 Sturt Road, Marion  

 

NOTICES  

Vale 

Chris McEvoy  

 

 

COMMITTEE  
2023-24 

Paul Rosenzweig OAM 
President, Secretary 
Public Affairs Officer 

Don Cameron 
Vice-President 

Ceremonial Officer 

Paul Bayliss 

Jenny Cameron  
Treasurer 

Vicki Crannaford  
Assistant Treasurer 

Di Davies 

Beverley Dubois 
Minutes Secretary 

Jeff Hiscock 

Mal White  
Merchandise Officer 

 

 

THANK YOU  

We thank Tony 
Zappia MP and the 
staff of his Makin 
Electorate Office  
for their generous 
assistance with all 
our printing needs 

  

https://www.facebook.com/MaidEdwardstown
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day 
Adelaide, Friday 11 August 2023 

We thank our Branch Patron Her Excellency the 
Honourable Frances Adamson AC and Mr Rod 
Bunten, for attending as our guests of honour.  

We thank the City of West Torrens and the 
Events Team for the substantial support they 
provided and Councillor for Lockleys Ward Kym 
McKay who represented Mayor Michael Coxon 
and delivered the acknowledgment of country. 

Among the other guests were Senator Andrew 
McLachlan CSC, Deputy President of the 
Australian Senate, and Councillor for Plympton 
Ward Lana Gelonese (pictured right).  

Commander Paul Wirth represented the Commanding Officer of HMAS Encounter, Ms Lara Degasperi represented the 
Department of Veteransô Affairs, and Mr James Peikert represented Mr Tony Zappia MP, Member for Makin. 

The support of the Royal Australian Navy Bandï South Australia was once again outstanding, and was greatly appreciated by 
our veterans and the Air Force Cadets alike ï and we particularly thank the bugler Able Seaman Musician Sergey Grynchuk 
who played the Last Post and Reveille, and vocalist Leading Seaman Musician Katia Labozzetta who led the singing of the 
Australian National Anthem. We also appreciate the support of the 10th/27th Battalion, Royal South Australian Regiment in 
providing a static military display of a Protected Mobility Vehicle-Medium (Bushmaster). 

We also send our thanks to the Hilton RSL ï the hospitality and meal was once again outstanding. 

 

We thank the Cadets and staff of No 604 Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets for again providing the armed  
Catafalque Party, Honour Guard and NMBVAA Banner Party, and for the first time a squadron Banner Party. 
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We had a very successful Sarawak Reunion tour, and there will be more stories and images appearing in the following newsletters. 

 

ñSarawak Maju Makmurò ï symbols of Sarawak prosperity: 
the Darul Hana bridge across the Sarawak River (2017). 

 

The New Sarawak State Legislative Assembly Building 
(opened in 2019) and a 99-metre tall flagpole (2023). 

 

Sarawak Tea at Lau Ya Keng Food Court  
in Carpenter Street, Chinatown. 

 

Dinner at Bla Bla Bla Restaurant, with Datuk Dr Philip  
Ting AM, Honorary Australian Consul to Sarawak. 

OPERATION ôHORNBILLõ 

The Dayak, Iban, Kalani and 
Punani people of Borneo 
practice a cult of the hornbills: 
they consider them to be 
messengers of the spirits, and 
symbols of virility. 

The largest and most common 
Iban sculptures are stylised 
images of the impressive 
Rhinoceros Hornbill, known as 
Kenyalang.  

In Iban cosmology, hornbills are 
associated with the upper world 
(and previously with warfare and 
headhunting). They serve as 
intermediaries between the 
powerful deity Singalang Burong 
and the human world.  

SARAWAK 

 

Stylised figure of a 
Rhinoceros Hornbill 
όάYŜƴȅŀƭŀƴƎέύ 

 

¢ƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǊŀǿŀƪ IƻǊƴōƛƭƭ όά5ŀǊƧŀƘ 
¸ŀƴƎ !Ƴŀǘ aǳƭƛŀ .ƛƴǘŀƴƎ YŜƴȅŀƭŀƴƎ {ŀǊŀǿŀƪέύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
second highest state honour of Sarawak. 
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day 
Kuching, Monday 28 August 2023 

The major event of our Sarawak Reunion visit 
was a combined Service of Commemoration 
hosted by our Branch in conjunction with the 
New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association 
led by Mr Bill Russell, Life Member and MVA 
Vice-President. 

The service was conducted in the Sarawak 
Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching. 

 It marked the 57th anniversary of the signing of 
the Malaysia-Indonesia Peace Agreement on 
11 August 1966 which brought to an end the 
Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia.  

We were privileged to have in attendance a detachment representing Commander British Forces Brunei.  

Colour-Sergeant Tuljung Gurung MC (pictured right of image below) is the Mortar Sergeant in the 1st Battalion, The Royal 
Gurkha Rifles. As a Rifleman in Afghanistan on 22 March 2013, he ferociously fought off two insurgents who attacked Patrol 
Base Sparta in Nahr-e Saraj during the night with rifle fire and grenades. He then fought off one of the insurgents in hand-to-
hand combat and then with his kukri, for which he was awarded the Military Cross.  

Colour-Sergeant Gurung sent our President the following feedback: 

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude for inviting us to the Malaya and Borneo Veterans Day Service of Commemoration 
Day, which was not only perfectly organized but also truly inspiring and enjoyable. 

The commitment, creativity, and attention to detail that you and your team put into organizing the event did not go unnoticed. 

Every aspect, from the venue to the schedule, 
the guest speakers, and the engaging activities, 
was thoughtfully planned and flawlessly 
executed. 

It was a wonderful opportunity for us to learn, 
network, and be part of such a vibrant 
gathering. The success of the event is a 
testament to your hard work and dedication. 

We are honored to have been part of it and we 
are looking forward to attending the future 
events that you will undoubtedly organize with 
the same level of excellence. 

Thank you once again for including us in such 
an enlightening experience. Your hospitality 
and professionalism are greatly appreciated.  

 

The New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association provided the Colour party under the 
command of Contingent Sergeant-Major Ray Marshall, and the Bugler was Mr Brian Castle. 

We are extremely grateful for the generous support we received from Datuk Dr Philip Ting 
AM, the Australian Honorary Consul to Sarawak, and Fiona Marcus Raja, Chair of the 
Sarawak Tourism Federation Heritage Development Committee. 

We acknowledge the support of the Sarawak Heritage Development Committee, and the 
support of the Ministry for Tourism, Creative Industry & Performing Arts through its 
Facilitation Fund for Heritage, Arts, and Culture. 
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day, Kuching 

Our Service of Commemoration began with a Call to Order by the New Zealand Contingent Commander Mr Bill Russell,  
Life Member and Vice-President of the Malayan Veterans Association. Welcome addresses were given by the Australian 
contingent leader Major Paul Rosenzweig OAM FMHSA (retôd) and Bill Russell for New Zealand. 

 

The MVA Sergeant-Major Ray Marshall marched on  
the Colours led by a MǕori KaumǕtua (Elder). 

 

The MVA Colour Party was accompanied  
by a British Forces Brunei detachment. 

 

The Colours were presented to the New Zealand  
High Commissioner to Malaysia for placement. 

 

The Colours were blessed by the officiating Chaplain,  
Dean Emeritus Michael Buma Galami. 

 

Welcome addresses were given by Paul Rosenzweig 
(SA&NT Branch, NMBVAA) and Bill Russell (NZ MVA). 

 

STF President Audrey Wan Ullok gave a site 
acknowledgment and tribute to Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM. 
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day, Kuching 

Commander British Forces Brunei was represented by a small detachment including four members from the 1st Battalion,  
The Royal Gurkha Rifles who marched on with the Colour Party, and we acknowledged the passing of Captain Rambahadur 
Limbu VC MVO (1939-2023), the only recipient of the Victoria Cross from the Emergency and Confrontation campaigns. 

 

The Opening Prayer was given by Dean Emeritus  
Michael Buma Galami (Diocese of Kuching). 

 

Colonel Kim Hoskin FRGS (retôd) gave the Historical Context 
ï the British Commonwealth Far East Strategic Reserve. 

 

Her Excellency Pam Chong Dunn, New Zealand High 
Commissioner to Malaysia, delivered the Keynote Address. 

 

The MVA contingent led the singing of  
the Hymn, óHow Great Thou Artô. 

 

The MVA contingent was accompanied by  
Laura Munan (vocalist) and Branka Munan (guitar). 

 

Captain Imbahadur Ghale acknowledged the passing of 
Rambahadur Limbu VC and read the Victoria Cross citation. 
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day, Kuching 

Her Excellency Pam Chong Dunn, the New Zealand High Commissioner to Malaysia, was accompanied by Colonel Peter Hall 
MNZM DSD, New Zealand Defence Adviser to Malaysia and Brunei. Captain Antony Stockbridge RN, British Defence Adviser 
to Malaysia, represented the British High Commissioner to Malaysia. 

 

Our officiating Chaplain, Dean Emeritus  
Michael Buma Galami blessed the tributes. 

 

Datuk Dr Philip Ting PGBK AM placed  
a floral tribute on behalf of Australia. 

 

Her Excellency Pam Chong Dunn placed  
a floral tribute on behalf of New Zealand. 

 

Captain Antony Stockbridge RN placed a  
floral tribute on behalf of the United Kingdom. 

 

Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM PSBS placed a tribute at  
the Special Air Service Regiment Association plaque. 

 

Captain Imbahadur Ghale placed a floral tribute  
on behalf of Commander British Forces Brunei. 
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Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day, Kuching 

More poignant among the tributes was the one placed by Captain (retired) Lal Shahi, British Forces Broadcasting Service 
Brunei Station Manager, honouring the memory of his late father 21141275 Corporal Krishnabahadur Sahi, who was killed in 
Malaya on 29 August 1964 while serving with the 2nd King Edward VIIôs Own Gurkha Rifles (2GR). 

 

Lieutenant-General Datuk Stephen Mundaw PGBK (retôd), 
President of the Sarawak Veterans Association. 

 

Deputy Commissioner of Police YDH Dato Mancha anak  
Ata placed a tribute on behalf of the Sarawak Police. 

 

Director of Veterans Affairs Sarawak Major Pahot Joll  
placed a tribute in honour of Sarawak veterans. 

 

Captain Antony Stockbridge RN placed a tribute near the  
UK NMBVA and RAF plaques in honour of British veterans. 

 

Captain (retôd) Lal Shahi placed a tribute in honour of the 
Brigade of Gurkhas and in memory of his late father. 

 

Audrey Wan Ullok, President Sarawak Tourism Federation, 
placed a tribute in honour of all who served in Sarawak. 

 

  


