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OPERATION òHORNBILL 2025ó 

Our President and Vice-President joined commemorative events relating to the Japanese 
surrender and liberation of Sarawak, coordinated by our good friend Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM. 
They are pictured here at Pending Point in front of HMAS Cape Schanck with the Deputy Premier 
of Sarawak, YB Datuk Amar Dr Sim Kui Hian DA PNBS PJN. As the party left, Dato Lim wrote: 

Major Paul good morning. It was great to have you and your strong small team to help us in 
Sarawak to have such warm and valuable memory to celebrate WW2 80th Anniversary with our 
strong spirit of friendship and joint collaboration for this good and historical moment together 
successfully and also to pay tribute to Sir Thomas Eastick who received the Surrender of the 
Japanese in 1945, and to strengthen the relation between Australia and Malaysia and Sarawak. 
Tq for sharing lots of your photos. Bon voyage. God bless. 
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In September our President and Vice-President 
embarked on Operation ñHornbill 2025ò ï a self-
funded executive liaison visit to Sarawak. 

The prime purpose of this trip was to mark the 
80th Anniversary of the Liberation of Sarawak 
from Japanese Occupation in 1945, and to 
honour the service of Brigadier Tom Eastick 
DSO ED from South Australia ï subsequently 
Sir Thomas Eastick Kt CMG DSO ED JP.  

The first key activities, coordinated by Dato Lim 
Kian Hock OAM, included a service of 
commemoration, unveiling of a new memorial 
and a wreath-laying ceremony at Pending 
Point, followed by a re-enactment of the 
surrender ceremony aboard an Australian 
warship at Pending Point jetty. 

During this commemoration service, President 
Paul Rosenzweig was invited to recite the Ode 
of Remembrance together with Lieutenant-
General Datuk Stephen Mundaw PGBK (retôd). 

Later in the day there was a wreath-laying 
ceremony at Batu Lintang WW2 Memorial 
Square, within the grounds of the Institut 
Pendidikan Guru Kampus Batu Lintang (IPGK), 
the Batu Lintang Teachersô Training Institute. 
Borneo veteran and Sarawak Defender Don 
Cameron recited the Ode of Remembrance. 

At the same time, Paul and Don met with local 
officials to make preparations for a combined 
Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand 
Commemoration Service to be held in Kuching 
in 2026 to mark the 60th anniversary of the 
Peace Agreement which brought to an end the 
Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia. 

As our party prepared to leave Sarawak, Dato 
Lim wrote: 

It is time also to look forward to working 
together towards co-hosting of the 2026 
commemoration of the Peace treaty on the 
Indonesian Confrontation next year. 

 

Private Don Cameron in the 3RAR patrol  
base near Kampung Gumbang in 1965. 

 

The new commemorative memorial at Pending Point in Kuching 
honouring the Liberation of Sarawak from Japanese Occupation on 
11 September 1945.  

 

The Borneo 1942-1945 memorial in Batu Lintang WW2 Memorial Square, 
within the grounds of the Batu Lintang Teachersô Training Institute (IPGK).   

  



  

ASTANA NEGERI SARAWAK 
9 September 2025 

The party was received at Astana Negeri Sarawak, the official residence of the Governor of Sarawak, by TYT Yang di-Pertua 
Negeri Sarawak, Tun Pehin Sri Dr Wan Junaidi Jaafar and Her Excellency Toh Puan Datuk Patinggi Fauziah Mohd Sanusi.  

The title ñTuan Yang Terutamaò (TYT) literally means óThe Most Eminent Masterô and is used for a state governor, equivalent 
to óHis Excellencyô. The title ñYang di-Pertua Negeriò (óHe who is made Leader of the Landô) is a constitutional title given to the 
head of state in Malaysian states without a ruler, these being Penang, Malacca, Sabah and Sarawak. 

 

At the entrance to the Astana Negeri Sarawak, the Eastick 
family displayed the original Sarawak flag which had flown 
over the Astana during the period of Australian military 
administration under Brigadier Thomas Eastick DSO ED. 

 

Michael Eastick, grandson of Sir Thomas Eastick, shows the 
original Sarawak flag to the Minister for Tourism, Dato Sri Abd 
Karim Rahman Hamzah. This historic flag was then presented 
to the Governor of Sarawak. 

 

 

 

  



SIR THOMAS EASTICK Kt CMG DSO ED JP (1900-1988) 

 

The full-size decorations and medals of Sir Thomas Eastick include: 

Distinguished Service Order (DSO): awarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Eastick for service as Commanding Officer of the  
2/7th Field Regiment during the First and Second Battles of El Alamein in the Western Desert campaign in North Africa in 1942. 
The insignia bears the Royal Cipher of King George VI óGRIô, Georgivs Rex Imperator ï George, King and Emperor (of India). 

Mentioned in Despatches: awarded on 15 December 1942 for ñgallant and distinguished services in the Middle East during 
the period November 1941 to April 1942ò (denoted by the oak leaf ribbon device on the War Medal). 

Efficiency Decoration (ED): awarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Eastick in March 1942 in recognition of 20 yearsô service in the 
Citizen Forces and Militia. The insignia bears within the wreath the Royal Cipher of King George VI. 

 

The miniature medals of Sir Thomas Eastick include the insignia of: 

Knight Bachelor: announced in the 1970 New Yearôs Honours List in recognition of his work for the interests of ex-servicemen, 
and conferred in person by Queen Elizabeth II on 24 April 1970 at Government House, Canberra 

Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George (CMG): announced in the Queen Elizabeth II 1953 Coronation 
Honours List in recognition of his service with the Returned Sailorsô, Soldiersô and Airmenôs Imperial League of Australia 
(RSSAILA), particularly as State President from 1950 to 1954, and his wide-ranging volunteer work 

Companion of the Order of the Star of Sarawak: awarded by Sir Charles Vyner Brooke GCMG for Eastickôs service as 
Commander of Kuching Force which liberated the Raj of Sarawak and established military control in the zone, including the 
liberation of Batu Lintang camp, and for service as the military Governor of Sarawak until December 1945. 

  



   

ASTANA NEGERI SARAWAK 
9 September 2025 

  

  

 

State President Paul Rosenzweig 
presented on behalf of the SA/NT 
Branch, NMBVAA this gift to TYT  
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Sarawak,  
His Excellency the Governor of 
Sarawak. 

  



  

DEWAN UNDANGAN NEGERI SARAWAK 
9 September 2025 

During the visit to the Sarawak State Assembly building, Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak, Paul and Don placed a goodwill 
message and some Australian military items of historical interest into a time capsule, to remain sealed until the year 2030. 
Included was a uniform button which had belonged to our late Branch member, F45054 Major Aileen Cecilia Ryan (1926-2024).  

Aileen was commissioned in the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps on 17 January 1964. She was appointed to 
Headquarters Far East Land Forces (HQ FARELF) from 4 January 1965 to 30 August 1967. Captain Aileen Ryan served during 
Confrontation as a Nursing Officer at Terendak Garrison in Malacca on the Malay Peninsula, in the British Military Hospital 
Cameron Highlands, and in Singapore. She held the rank of Acting Major on retirement from the Army.  

Aileen passed away in the Allambi Nursing Home in Glengowrie on Good Friday 29 March 2024, aged 97. She was one of our 
stalwart members, and never missed an Anzac March or monthly meeting until her health made it impossible for her to attend. 

 

Paul and Don supported Dato Lim by 
placing some Australian military items of 
historical interest into a time capsule, to 
remain sealed until the year 2030, 
including a uniform button from the late 
Major Aileen Ryan, RAANC. 

This was witnessed by the Setiausaha 
Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak 
(DUN Parliamentary Secretary) Nur 
Azhar bin Bujang PPB. 

Below: the Eastick family reunion party 
at the DUN together with Paul and 
Crisel, Don, Audry Wan Ullock, Dato Lim 
and his sons Wilfred and Eric, Dr John 
Chew, and Edward Mansell. 

 

  



  

TREE-PLANTING CEREMONY 
9 September 2025 

The Eastick family participated in a tree-planting ceremony in 
the vicinity of the Sarawak State Assembly building (DUN). 
They planted a Bornean Ironwood (Eusideroxylon zwageri), 
known locally as óKayu Belianô, which was made the official 
tree of Sarawak in 1984.  

Their tree has been named ôEastickõ in honour of Sir Thomas 
Eastick ï Brigadier Tom Eastick DSO ED from South Australia 
was Commander Kuching Force at the end of World War 2. 
He received the surrender of the Japanese in 1945, and was 
Military Governor of Sarawak from 10 September until the 
territory was returned to local civilian rule in December 1945. 

In the same event, Paul and Don also planted a Bornean 
Ironwood tree ï their tree has been named ôWoottenõ in 
honour of Major-General Sir George Frederick Wootten KBE 
CB DSO* ED (1893-1970). As General Officer Commanding 
9th Australian Division, he accepted the Japanese surrender 
for British North Borneo (Sabah) on 10 September 1945 on 
the island of Labuan from Lieutenant-General Masao Baba, 
Commander of the Japanese 37th Army and Supreme 
Commander for Borneo. Following the Japanese surrender, 
Wootten commanded the British Borneo Civil Affairs Unit. 

 

 

The ôLimô tree: journalist Jennie Soh; President STF Mdm 
Audry Wan Ullock; Mr Edward Mansell; former STF Heritage 
Advisor Dato Lim Kian Hock PSBS JBK OAM; and local 
historian Dr John Chew PBK MBBS FRCA. With them are 
Terry Yaxley and his grandson James from the UK. 

There is an interesting modern connection to Sarawak ï 
General Woottenôs grandson G®rard Joseph visited Kuching 
in 2011 to visit Batu Lintang. The concierge at his hotel 
immediately called Dato Lim to let him know and they 
arranged to meet up. Gérard recalls, ñThe rest is 
history as they sayò. Very similar circumstances in fact to the 
way our NMBVAA party first met Dato Lim! 

Dato Lim drove Gérard to Batu Lintang to visit the small 
library/mini-museum and Gérard passed over copies of 
surrender documents for Kuching, Labuan and Sandakan  

G®rardôs motherôs first cousin, General Woottenôs nephew, 
was imprisoned at Sandakan, and was murdered by his 
captors a few weeks before the surrender. He was no 
more than 23 or so. 

G®rard has written to Dato Lim: ñMany thanks for these 
records of a truly memorable occasion; as always a tribute to 
your legendary interest and devotion in keeping alive this very 
significant chapter in the history of Sarawakò. 

Dato Lim has reflected on, ñwhat little I could contribute 
towards this historical heritage . . . This further strengthens our 
joint diplomatic relationships of Australia and Sarawak 
beyond the horizonò. 

A third Kayu Belian tree was planted in the DUN grounds by a 
party led by Dato Lim. He observed: 

They strongly requested that it need to be led by Sarawak. 
They decided to use my surname óLimô which in mandarin 
Chinese character is written in the word ódouble threeô. 
For all Sarawakian this is our proud historical heritage 
with the oldest Legislative Assembly (DUN) in this region. 
To you all and brothers and sisters of all peace loving 
people, you are always in our mind. 

 

  



  

SURRENDER RE-ENACTMENT 
11 September 2025 

The Liberation of Sarawak from Japanese occupation was effected on 11 September 1945 when Brigadier Tom Eastick DSO 
ED accepted the surrender of Japanese forces in the Kuching area from the Commanding Officer Major-General Hiyoe 
Yamamura on board HMAS Kapunda, a minesweeper of the Royal Australian Navy (commonly known as a ócorvetteô). 

At Pending Point jetty, Michael Eastick and family members took part in a re-enactment of the surrender ceremony aboard an 
Australian warship, presenting surrender documents to the Deputy Premier of Sarawak, YB Datuk Amar Dr Sim Kui Hian.  
Dato Lim Kian Hock and the Mayor of Kuching South City Council, Datuk Wee Hong Seng, were also present. Also participating 
was Lieutenant Morgan Eastick, now serving with the Australian Rifle Company at Butterworth, a great-grandson of Sir Thomas.  

HMAS Kapunda was represented by HMAS Cape Schanck, Cape-class patrol boat number ó313ô, which was commissioned 
on 9 May this year 

 

Michael Eastick presented the surrender documents to the 
Deputy Premier of Sarawak, with the Australian Deputy 
High Commissioner Simon Fellows and Honorary 
Australian Consul Datuk Dr Philip Ting also present. 

 

Paul and Don at Pending Point with Malaysian Army 
representatives and our good friend Colonel Ratnam PAT 
KMN JBK (retôd), a veteran of service with the United Nations 
Operation in Mozambique. 

  

  



  

LIBERATION OF BATU LINTANG 
11 September 2025 

Following the inauguration ceremony of the Sarawak Liberation Monument on 11 September 2025, our executive liaison party 
participated in a commemoration ceremony marking the liberation of Batu Lintang Prisoner-of-War and Civilian Internment 
Camp (formerly Lintang Barracks) by troops from the 9th Australian Division, AIF. The prisoners and internees endured harsh 
conditions and brutal treatment: the timely liberation of the camp prevented the murder of over 2,000 men, women and children.  

 

Paul made a presentation to Dr Abang Ismailbbin Abang 
Julhi of a bound copy of the Record of SA/NT Branch 
Visits to Sarawak for the IPGK History Museum. 

 

We placed a greeting and items of military interest into a 
time capsule arranged by Dato Lim Kian Hock ï the only 
such 80th Anniversary Time Capsule in the world. 

 

Paul and Don placed tributes at Batu Lintang WW2 Memorial Square on behalf of the SA-NT Branch, NMBVAA. 

  



 

Lieutenant-General 
Datuk Stephen Mundaw 
PGBK (retôd), President 
Sarawak Veterans 
Association 

 

 

Datuk Dr Philip Ting 
PGBK AM, Australian 
Honorary Consul to 
Sarawak (Australiaôs 
longest serving honorary 
consul) 

 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fabian Wong PK  
PNBS PAT KMN (retôd), 
Sarawak Veterans 
Association, holder of  
the Pingat Keberanian 
Sarawak bravery award 

 

Colonel Ratnam  
PAT KMN JBK (retôd), 
Sarawak Veterans 
Association 

  



LIBERATION OF BATU LINTANG 
11 September 2025 

The former Batu Lintang Prisoner-of-War and Civilian Internment Camp is now the site of the Batu Lintang Teachersô Training 
Institute (IPGK). Within the grounds is a memorial square where annual ceremonies are held to foster remembrance and 
promote peace. Grandson Michael Eastick and descendants of Sir Thomas Eastick placed a tribute in his memory (top left).  

  

  

 

Attendees also honoured 85-year-old Jeli Abdullah (Michael Tiong), the only remaining Batu Lintang POW survivor. 

  



  

1610942 GUNNER WILLIAM EDWARD YAXLEY 
Batu Lintang POW || Died on 25 May 1945 

Assisting Dato Lim in planting the óLimô tree in the vicinity of 
the Sarawak State Assembly building were Terry Yaxley and 
his grandson James from the UK. 

Terry wrote, ñI must say what a wonderful trip it was, I have 
received replies from members of our party, which was to find 
out as much information on my Uncle who died at the Batu 
[Lintang] campò. 

Terry and James then attended the commemoration service 
at Batu Lintang WW2 Memorial Square, and Terry placed a 
tribute in memory of his late uncle Bill Yaxley who died on 
25 May 1945 (see article below from The Borneo Post).  

Bill was the adopted son of Frederick John and Dorothy 
Florence Turley of Belvedere, Kent. He is at rest in Labuan 
War Cemetery. 

  

This tribute was placed by Terry Yaxley and his grandson 
James in memory of 1610942 Gunner William Edward Yaxley, 
49 Battery, 48 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery who 
died in Batu Lintang POW Camp on 25 May 1945, aged 34. 

It was especially meaningful to Terry and James when Deputy 
Minister for Tourism YB Datuk Sebastian Ting Chiew Yew 
called on everyone to uphold the solemn duty of remembering 
that todayôs freedom and stability came at an immense cost. 

The prisoners and internees at Batu Lintang endured harsh 
conditions under Japanese occupation, facing forced labour, 
brutal treatment, food shortages and inadequate living 
conditions that led to widespread sickness and death. 

ñBy remembering and honouring those who served, the 
survivors, their families, and their communities, we strengthen 
our resolve to preserve peace, promote tolerance, and uphold 
mutual respect among all peopleò said Datuk Sebastian. 

 

  



JOHN LYLE NOAKES MBE QSO JP MNZIS (1907-1992) 
Batu Lintang Internee || Liberated on 11 September 1945 

Les  Pearson joined the Sarawak tour group to honour his wife Judyôs father, who was a Civilian Internee at Batu Lintang Camp 
from 24 December 1941 until the campôs liberation by troops of the 9th Australian Division, AIF on 11 September 1945. 

Lyle Noakes was born at Waihi, Waikato in New Zealand on 27 November 1907, the son of Albert John Noakes (1872-1965) 
from Queanbeyan, NSW and Maria Edith Challis (1879-1965) from Tararu, Waikato, New Zealand. In 1930 he qualified as a 
Surveyor and was appointed to the Survey Department of Sarawak. He was appointed Superintendent of Survey for the Third 
Division on 29 September 1931, and on 1 February 1934 was appointed Settlement Officer for the Oya and Dalat Districts.  

He was Assistant Superintendent, Lands and Surveys for the First Division from 27 May 1935, and on 1 March 1938 was 
appointed Settlement Officer for the District of Kuching. On 6 November 1940, he was made Assistant Superintendent in 
Charge of the Computing and Drawing Office, Kuching.  

With war looming, Lyle Noakes was successively appointed Director of Air Raid Precautions, Sarawak (15 February 1941), 
Deputy Secretary for Defence (6 May 1941) and Secretary for Defence (25 July 1941). 

After his release from captivity, Noakes was made Superintendent of Lands and Survey for the First Division. On 8 October 
1946, he was appointed Magistrate of the Second Class. He held the appointments of Superintendent of Census (1947-48), 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies (1948-49), Member of the Board of Examiners for Government Officers (1949-50)  
and Commissioner, Co-operative Development (1950-51). He also had such roles as Co-Editor of the Sarawak Gazette, and 
was a Member of the Kuching Municipal Board from 4 September 1951 until retiring from the Civil Service on 31 May 1955. 

From May 1955 however he held NZ Government appointments in the Cook Islands, and was an Official Member of the Cook 
Islands Legislative Assembly (1958-59). He retired to New Zealand to settle on property at Tapu, Thames Coast; on 27 July 
1964 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace for New Zealand.  

On 13 June 1981, John Lyle Noakes MBE JP was awarded the Queenôs Service Order for Public Services, an award which 
had been instituted by Royal Warrant dated 13 March 1975. John Noakes died on 12 June 1992 in Waikato Hospital. 

At the Batu Lintang WW2 Memorial Square on 11 September 2025, 80 years since his father-in-lawôs release from captivity, 
Les carried Lyleôs cased MBE (see below) and placed a tribute in his memory. 

 

John Lyle Noakes was appointed a Member of the Order of 
the British Empire in 1948, ñFor services to fellow internees 
at Kuching, Sarawak, during the enemy occupationò. 

The citation for his MBE was published in The London 
Gazette no 38357 of 16 July 1948, Third Supplement dated 
20 July 1948, page 4151 (see right).  

  



SEKOLAH KEBANGSAAN 
12 September 2025 

The SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA has adopted a four-pronged approach to commemoration: two of these aspects are óRemember 
Malaysiaô and óLook to the futureô. We greatly appreciate the fundraising contributions and donations from our members and 
friends which allow the Branch to provide ongoing financial assistance to four adopted schools (Sekolah Kebangsaan, SK)  
in the Bau District of Sarawak, located immediately adjacent to the Sarawak-Kalimantan border. These schools stand on or 
near sites where Australian military forces were deployed in 1965 and 1966 during Confrontation. Many of the schools are 
today still finding relics of the old military camps. 

 

SEKOLAH KEBANGSAAN STASS 

The visit to Sekolah Kebangsaan Stass was hosted by Puan 
Jacelyn Nihar, Senior Assistant for Administration, and Puan 
Shane Anak Regok, Pre-School Teacher and Secretary of the 
SK Stass Parents and Teachers Association.  

 

 

 

 

Supported by a party of students in Bidayuh National Dress, Paul and Don had the privilege  
of planting a Soursop Tree (Annona muricata), known locally as óDurian Belandaô. 

  


