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No 604 SQUADRON, AAFC

On Wednesday 24 May No 604 Squadron, AAFC held a Change of Command parade to mark the
end of Flying Officer (AAFC) Kieran Wandel’s four-year term as Commanding Officer. Kieran is
pictured above left at the West Torrens War Memorial Gardens following our
Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day service on Friday 27 August 2021.

We thank FLGOFF(AAFC) Wandel for his great leadership of the squadron and
support to our Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day services over the last four
years. The presence of the Air Force Cadets and their increasing involvement
in our ceremony, especially the Catafalque Party with the innocuous .303”
SMLE rifles, continues a tradition which began on 31 August 2011. Veterans
and families have greatly appreciated the ‘sea of blue’ at our events.
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THANK YOU

We thank Tony
Zappia MP and the
staff of his Makin
Electorate Office
for their generous
assistance with all
our printing needs

BRANCH UPDATES

This newsletter contains a few more images from our Annual Dinner and
additional updates on No 604 Squadron including information on the Change
of Command.

There is more information from Operation ‘Cheras Road’, honouring Dato Lim
Kian Hock OAM and also the Australians and New Zealanders buried in the
Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery.

Over the last couple of months, we have welcomed new members lan Wright,
Jenny Macintosh OAM and Bob Still, and we also welcome Jim Nicholson’s
wife Lynne Nicholson as a new member. With some recent renewals, they
have taken our strength up to 60 financial members plus two youth members.

Meanwhile those who will be joining us on Operation ‘Hornbill 2023’ should
have their travel documents and are starting to think about packing.

If you haven’t yet received your SR23 tour shirt and badges please contact
Jenny (shirts) or Paul (badges). It is now too late to place shirt orders, but if
you are providing your own shirt there may still be time to get this done —
contact Jenny as soon as possible.

Our ‘Badge of the Month’ feature looks at some Commonwealth insignia
relating to Singapore during the post-World War 2 era, which ties in nicely
with our recent acquisition of a Singapore National Flag, which we will have
on display at our Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day Service.

Remember there is no Friday meeting this month — instead, we have our
ceremony on Friday 11 August and then we will have our Annual General
Meeting at the Maid of Auckland Hotel on Sunday 13 August, followed by
lunch.

Our guest speaker at the AGM will be Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC,
Senator for South Australia and Deputy President of the Australian Senate.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date of interest: End of Confrontation — 11 August (1966)

Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day Service, Adelaide
1100h Friday 11 August 2023

Major event:

AGM:

1115h Sunday 13 August
Maid of Auckland Hotel,
followed by lunch

et

\ OF AUCKLAND /

https://www.facebook.com/ MaidEdwardStdwn

Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day Service, Kuching
0900h Monday 28 August 2023

Major event:

September meeting:

1115h Friday 15 September
Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by lunch

Visit our Facebook page:
https:/ /www.facebook.com/NMBVA Aadelaide/



https://www.facebook.com/MaidEdwardstown
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2023 ANNUAL DINNER
Saturday 27 May 2023

The

Himalayan

Our annual dinner marked the anniversary of , R
Klt'Chen Tibetan & Nepalese Cuisine

the reformation of the SA Branch. It was also an
opportunity to honour service and sacrifice
during the Malayan Emergency and the
Indonesian Confrontation (particularly those
who remain buried overseas) and to remember
fallen comrades and absent friends.

Himalayan Kitchen Tibetan and -
Nepalese Restaurant e

787 likes + 795 followers @ Message

Through the raffle and additional donations, we
raised a significant amount which will be put
towards our sponsorship of three schools in the
Bau District of Sarawak.

The night’s after-dinner
entertainment started off in
a fairly subdued way with
singing bowls all round.

One of our newest
members Dr Robert
developed his mastery
of the singing bows.



https://www.facebook.com/The.Himalayan.Kitchen
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Chris decided to provide trumpet support while the Paul chose a special Tibetan trumpet to try and outdo
rest of his team focused on the singing bowls. Chris and encourage his own bowl-singing team.

Jenny found the cymbals were effective in keeping Peter and Barb made quite the
Don'’s attention on his singing bowl! and not his joke book. harmonic duo with their singing bowls.

Lynette and Beverley learnt the special technique Masterful bowl-singing under the
of bowl-singing from Holly. expert tuition of Bhim.
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Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM
Thursday 22 June 2023

Following his investiture ceremony at the Australian High
Commission, Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM sent the following

message:

I am humbled and in deep appreciation for the award
OAM bestowed by the Australian government for
advocacy in the promotion of bilateral relations between
Malaysia and Australia.

This is attributable to the strong support and contribution
by you all, the veterans, families, and friends, our local
agencies of government and tourism, STF, NMBVA,
MVA, RSL, BEG in the Commonwealth and ANZAC spirit,
ete.

We hope our Batu Lintang WWII Memorial Square, the
Heroes Memorial Park covering WWII to the Indonesian
Confrontation (1940-1970) and the Bario WWII Z Unit
Memorial Park will inspire our generations to come
fowards peace, unity, and humanity.

Dato Lim Kian Hock OAM at the Australian High Commission

Kuala Lumpur, with Chargé d’affaires Ms Clare Gatehouse
and SA/NT Branch President Paul Rosenzweig OAM.

Borneo Exhibition Group WA

Ryan Rowland, Chairman of the Borneo Exhibition Group WA
(Consultant Anzac Tour Groups), sent this message:

A well deserved accreditation for the years of passion and
dedication he gave to promote the WW2, Confrontation
History and Heritage to all of his local community in
Sarawak, and the wider community overseas.

I had the great privilege to become associated with him in
2000, to proceed under his mentoring, to undertake the
challenges to vitalise the historical aspects of the WW2
Occupation and the Confrontation in Borneo.

Many venues in Sarawak have been renovated and
extended into very worthy places for ancestral families,
veteran associations and current serving members of
defence forces to pay homage at these sites. | am
confident these Memories and Memorials will live long
after we have gone.

It is our duty now to pass this Legacy on to all the younger
generation through all the collective sources.

Malayan Veterans Association

Bill Russell, Vice-President of the New Zealand Malayan
Veterans Association, sent this congratulatory message:

On behalf of the New Zealand Malayan Veterans Assn
I want to congratulate you, on your achievement of being
awarded the OAM.

I know from the short time that we have been associated
you have spent considerable time and effort in preserving
the history and culture of your country, and worked hard
to foster the spirit that prevails between us all.

New Zealand does not have the large footprint in Sarawak
that Australia has, but in the dark days of Confrontation
we played a part, as we also did for the Malayan
Emergency. Through your efforts we installed a plaque
commemorating our service in the Heroes Park
Cemetery, the only one of its type anywhere in any
country (NZ included).

Through you good offices | met up with Brian Selby and
we enjoyed some good camaraderie, that is typical when
Aussie meets Kiwi. | was very sad to learn of Brian’s
passing. However, all is not lost and again in August of
this year, we will have a joint commemorative ceremony
in the Heroes Park Cemetery that will be the highlight of
our trip to Sarawak, and we look forward to catching up
with friends such as yourself.

Again, | congratulate you on your achievement on behalf
of all NZ Malayan veterans whether they served in
Sarawak or not.




S'wakians Lim Kian Hock, General
Affendi Buang among three
M’sians awarded Order of Australia

RECENT POSTS
st nof The

Media report by ‘Dayak Daily’ (Sarawak, online).

= Th.Star

Three Malaysians honoured with
honorary Order of Australia

Friday, 23 Jun2023 9:12 AMMYT
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The Medal of the Order of Australia presentation case
includes the full-size medal for day wear, a miniature medal
for evening wear, a ribbon bar, and a lapel badge in the form
of the emblem of the Order of Australia — a gold convex disc
representing a single flower of mimosa (‘Golden Wattle’).

Dato Lim sent this message to our President and members of
the SA/NT Branch:

Major Paul,
Thank you for taking all the trouble to fly over from Adelaide.

| also would like to thank you for all the support,
encouragement and partnership to enable me and the STF to
establish all the memorial parks as a tribute to the Anzac
heroes, and the many veterans who served during our most
turbulent war years.

I wish all your members good health for the years to come.
Regardless of whether they are able to join Anzac
celebrations locally or in Borneo, | pray that their Anzac spirit
remain strong.

Once again thank you for your passion towards our veterans.

Kind regards,
Lim Kian Hock

Dato Lim’s proud family.
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Borneo
Singapore
Malaysia
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MERCHANDISE

Our Malaya & Borneo scarf has proved to be very
popular and the first couple of batches sold out very
quickly. We now have more stock on hand, so while
i t’' s st igétinquitkiffiyouere interested.

They are very high quality, and good value at $33
each, plus postage if you need it mailed to you.

We now also have stubby coolers available, in the
colours of the Pingat Jasa Malaysia , available for just
$10 each (see the new design below).

We also have lapel badges, bullion blazer badges and
other memorabilia.

Proceeds from the sale of our merchandise go towards
our donations to the three schools in the Bau district
and the ‘Sarawak Defender

Please contact Mal White: malwhite@mail.com

Malaya
Borneo
Singapore

Malaysia

Lest we forget

Sabah
Sarawak
Brunei
East Timor

1 9%
«l”«\\
\d LR\’”

W Andai Nya KitaTerlupa

We are currently
the medal ribbons of the contemporary operations in East

investigating

the feasibility of
Timor (1999 -02) and in the Democratic Republic of

p

Timor -Leste (from 20 May 2002, and between 1 May 2006 and 31 December 2012).

31537 YOWIL
YOWIL 1SV3

EAST TIMOR
TIMOR LESTE

The ribbon colours represent (going outwards from the centre):

Australian Active Service Medal (post

-1975), withclasp * EAST TI1 MOR’

International Force East Timor Medal (16 September 1999 and 10 April 2000)

Australian Defence Medal

United Nations Service Medal, for service in East Timor with UNAMET,

\
\
\ Australian Service Medal (post -1 975) ,
\
\
\

Timor Leste Solidarity Medal, for service in Timor
(Demaocratic Republic of East Timor).

wi t h

clasp *“TlI MOR LESTE’

UNTAET and/or UNMISET

-Leste between 1 May 2006 and 31 December 2012
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Don Cameron

Don Cameron is Vice-President and Ceremonial Officer of
the South Australia & Northern Territory Branch, NMBVAA.

Don was a founding member of the SA Branch in 1995, and
was Treasurer for ten years. He has been Vice-President
since the reformation of the SA & NT Branch in 2010.

After the passing of President Brian Selby on 15 April 2022,
Don briefly served as the Interim South Australian Branch
President.

Don was born in Kingston Southeast, and enlisted in the
Australian Regular Army in Adelaide in 1962. He completed
Recruit training at Kapooka, and then Corps training at the
School of Infantry at Ingleburn to become a Rifleman.

Don ultimately served as a Corporal in three battalions of the
Royal Australian Regiment between 1962 and 1968.

Don deployed to Terendak Garrison in Malacca, Malaysia in
December 1962 for service with the British Commonwealth
Far East Strategic Reserve.

He participated in counter-insurgency patrols on the Thai-
Malay Border with ‘Bravo’ Company of the 3rd Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment from February to April 1964, and
again from September to December 1964, under command
of the 17th Gurkha Division (Far East Land Forces).

In March 1965, during the Indonesian Confrontation with
Malaysia, Don deployed with 3RAR to Sarawak, where he
conducted patrols from a fortified patrol base near Kampung
Gumbang, close to the Sarawak-Kalimantan border. For this
service between March and July 1965, Don received
operational service medals and the Pingat Jasa Malaysia.

Don returned to Woodside, South Australia in 1965, and was
posted for the formation of the 9th Battalion, Royal
Australian Regiment. In 1967 Don married Jennifer and took
his discharge in May 1968.

Don played a key role in the Branch’s reunion visits to
Kuching in 2016 and 2019, when commemorative services
were held in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park.

In  August-September 2022, Don and President Paul
Rosenzweig conducted a liaison visit to Kuching and
conducted special memorial services in memory of the late
Brian Selby and to mark the anniversary of the liberation of
Batu Lintang POW Camp.

They also presented financial donations to each of the three
schools the Branch sponsors — SK Serabak, SK Suba Buan
and SK Stass — and to the Sarawak Tourism Federation for
the development of the Sarawak Defenders Heritage Trail.

Besides his deployment in 1965, this will be Don’s fifth visit
to Sarawak.

Don Cameron in the West Torrens
War Memorial Gardens, 5 August 2021.

N MEMORY OF
THE AUST RALIAN ARMED FORCES PER%ONNEL
WHO PAID THE SUPREME SACR
DURING THE lNDONﬁLHi\gN CONFRONTATION

111 LAA BTY RAA
B.ALGAR S.W.DANKS
3 RAR

K.A. HUDSON R.C. MONCRIEFF

SIGNALS
D.J. BRIAN L.R.DOWNES i RA SIGNALS ,
D.M. MILLANE EN. O'SULLIVAN  K.C.JOHNSON PH. DENEHEY
V.P. VELLA R.J. WEILAND J.D. TASSELL
4 RAR
J.W.JONES L.M.O'CARROLL g N BRIDGLAND A.J. COLOHAN

4 R.C. PATCH V.H.RICHARDS r EaNTA x
M.C. HUTCHINS! .F. MILLS
P.J. ROBINSON P.J.J. WEST 59 AL

RAN
J.M. HUTCHISON V.J. COWEN
LEST WE FORGET KAMI JANGAN LUPAKAN
29 AUGUST 2016

B.J. SELBY President D. Cameron Vice Pres

The SA&NT Branch NMBVAA memorial plaque
in Kuching, unveiled on 29 August 2016.
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No 604 SQUADRON, AAFC
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HANDOVER PARADE
Wednesday 24 May 2023

On the squadron’s 24 May parade night, Flying
Officer (AAFC) Kieran Wandel was farewelled
after completing a four-year term as
Commanding Officer.

FLGOFF(AAFC) Wandel has provided great
support to our Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day
services over the last four years.

One of our members said: “Hats off to Kieran
Wandel for his dedication to the troops so that
they can excel on parade”.

Kieran is taking on another role within the

The No 604 Squadron Banner Party for the Change of Comm AAFC, but is remaining on the strength of

parade held at Hampstead Barracks on Wednesday 24 May.

604 Squadron’s participation in our ceremony is
a tradition which has been ongoing since the
first Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day service.

The inaugural service was held at the National
War Memorial on North Terrace on 31 August
2011, with the Catafalque Party commanded by
Cadet Warrant Officer Shea Kennedy.

This was followed by a reunion at the Adelaide
Rowing Club. Among our members who
attended were Jim Butler, Don Cameron, Allan
Davies, Clive Dubois, Oscar Johnsson, Joe
Kelly, Theo De Kuyper, Ansell Mathews, Boyce
Moffatt, Bob Nelmes, Dennis Price, Aileen
Ryan, Brian Selby and John Spencer OAM.

No 604 Squadronassembled atHampstead Barrackdo

FO1y26t SRIS CteAyd

term as Commanding Officer.

604 Squadron to help where he can.

h¥TAQSaJ

Leading Cadet Aishwarya Srikanth reported:

FLGOFF(AAFC) Kieran Wandel joined the
AAFC as a Cadet in 2006, reaching the rank of
Cadet Flight Sergeant. He re-joined in 2015,
was appointed Aircraftman (AAFC) in 2016, and
was made an Officer of Cadets in 2018.

He has made a huge contribution ever since,
holding  numerous  positions ~ within  the
squadron. In 2019 he was appointed
Commanding Officer, and in 2020 he was
promoted to Flying Officer (AAFC).

FLGOFF(AAFC) Wandel has received many
accolades including an Officer Commanding
6 Wing Commendation and an ADF Cadets
5 Year Service Certificate.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday 11 August 2023
Malaya & Borneo Veterans Day

Our principal guests of honour and wreath-layers will be

Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC,
Governor of South Australia and our Branch Patron,
and Mr Rod Bunten.

Our Branch Padre Major Quentin Castle will officiate as
usual. No 604 Squadron, AAFC will again provide the

armed Catafalque Party and Honour Guard.

The ceremony will be followed by our usual reunion and
a light lunch at Hilton RSL. Please let Jenny Cameron

know if you will be attending the reunion and lunch.

i3
NATIONAL MALAYA & BORNEO V ANS ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA INC
South Australia & Northern Territory Branch

The President and Committee of the SA/NT Branch have pleasure in inviting

Veterans, Spouses, Family and Friends
to attend the

2023 Malaya and Borneo Veterans Day Service of Commemoration
at the West Torrens War Memorial Gardens, Hilton on Friday 11 August 2023, starting at 1100h

honouring those Australians and members of Commonwealth forces who served during the Malayan Emergency
and the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia, in Singapore, in Ubon, on the Malay-Thai border, on the
Malay Peninsula post-1966, with Rifle Company Butterworth, and in East Timor and Timor Leste

RSVP: Vice-President Don Cameron, Ceremonial Officer
088264 2858 || 0430401939

wildcanyon@adam.com.au by Friday 4 August

Dress:
Tribute:
Reunion:

Business Dress / equivalent with full-size medals
Private wreath, tribute or poppy optional
From 1200h at Hilton RSL

Sunday 13 August 2023
2023 Annual General Meeting

This year's AGM will be held at the Maid of Auckland Hotel, followed by
lunch. Agenda, portfolio reports and other details to follow. Paul Bayliss
will be the Returning Officer. We are very privileged to have as our
Guest Speaker Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC.

Senator McLachlan served as an officer in the Australian Army Reserve
from 1993 to 2018, which included two deployments at the foot of the
Hindu Kush in Afghanistan. He now serves as Senator for South
Australia and Deputy President of the Australian Senate.

Friday 18 August 2023
Vietnam Veterans’ Commemorative Service

A service of commemoration will be conducted by a group of veteran
organisations in partnership with the SA Vietnamese community at the
Vietnam War Memorial adjacent to Torrens Parade Ground. This
service will acknowledge the 50th anniversary of the end of Australia’s
involvement in the Vietnam War

President Paul Rosenzweig and Vice-President Don Cameron will
attend to represent the SA/NT Branch, and Don will place a tribute.

Saturday 9 December 2023
SA/NT Branch Christmas Lunch

We will hold our annual Christmas Lunch at Club Marion at 262 Sturt
Road, Marion.

The booking has been confirmed; many thanks to Beverley Dubois for
facilitating the discounted room hire fee. Donations of raffle prizes would
be appreciated.

https://www.clubmarion.org.au/



https://www.clubmarion.org.au/
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OPERATION ‘HORNBILL 2023’

SR23 Tour Shirts

Please contact Jenny urgently if you require a Sarawak Reunion 2023 tour shirt. Peter cannot accept any new
orders (there is not enough time to order the shirts) but there is time if you are providing your own shirt.

Thanks to Peter and Tina Kluge of ‘Custom Caps & Stuff in St Agnes who have done a great job of putting
these shirts together for us at a reasonable price. You can find their contact details here:

https://www.facebook.com/CustomCapsand Stuff/

SR23 Badges

aNIUZs Contact Paul Rosenzweig to obtain your free SR23 tour badge(s) — each tour participant will receive one badge
¢ Mg

%, at no cost with the compliments of the SA/NT Branch. Additional badges may be purchased to use as gifts.

g %

Many thanks to Philip Blackwell of ‘A1 Insignia’ for putting these together for us at a reasonable price.
‘A1 Insignia’ is a veteran-owned and operated business. You can find their contact details here:

https://www.facebook.com/AllnsigniaAust

SR23 Updates

Chaplain. The ceremony in Kuching will be conducted by Dean Emeritus Michael Buma Galami, the previous
Dean of St Thomas' Cathedral of the Anglican Church in Sarawak and Brunei (Diocese of Kuching). The Very
Reverend Michael Buma retired on 7 January 2018 after 36 years of ministry, and was granted the title ‘Dean
Emeritus’ in honour of his many years of faithful service.

Dato Lim Kian Hock PSBS OAM. We anticipate that Dato Lim will be attending the Malaya & Borneo Veterans
Day service in Kuching, and may be able to join us for some of our social events.

Malayan Veterans Association. The New Zealand MVA contingent (24 pax) will fly in on Sunday 27 August,
and will be staying at The Waterfront Hotel. On Monday night we anticipate having a very informal Australia and
New Zealand social get-together at The Waterfront Hotel.

On Tuesday morning, some MVA members may visit the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park to view developments
and place personal tributes at the Brian Selby tree. Paul and Don will accompany them; others are welcome to
join us if they wish. The NZMVA contingent will fly out that afternoon.

ASIAN HORNBILLS SARAWAK PHILIPPINES PHILIPPINES

For young Australian soldiers
moving into the jungles of
Malaya and Borneo in the 1950s
and 1960s, the sights and
sounds of hornbills must have
been just amazing!

Hornbills are widely found in
Southeast Asia, throughout all of
the Malay Peninsula and
Borneo, Maluku and through to
Bali, and in the various islands of
the Philippines.

The Dayak, Iban, Kalani and
Punani people of Borneo
practice a cult of the hornbills:
they consider them to be

Wreathed Hornbill Luzon Palawan
messengers of the spirits, and ~Male (above) and female Rufous Hornbill Hornbill
symbols of virility. (6Rangkok Lingkay oavltl gé¢ oac¢l f dza A



https://www.facebook.com/CustomCapsandStuff/
https://www.facebook.com/A1InsigniaAust
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More memories of Bau — Mr Anthony Phillip

In January 2009, Paul Rosenzweig made a private visit to Sarawak to locate the site
occupied by ‘A’ Company of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR)
at Kampung Stass between March and June 1965.

He met with Mr Anthony Phillip at the Bau Council offices, who took Paul to the
abandoned site of Cambrai Camp, the Confrontation-era battalion headquarters
camp, opposite Tasik Biru (‘Blue Lake’).

Paul then had the privilege of visiting Mr Phillip’s house on the outskirts of Bau -
which he had turned into a Confrontation Museum, with an impressive number of
plaques and various other military memorabilia on display.

¢l aAl . ANz doCémbtadZdm@ob9] S The view fromCambrai Campowards Tasik Biru
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BADGES OF THE MONTH

Singapore District, 1947 - 1950

This is an original formation badge of Singapore District, worn
between August 1947 and August 1950, during the period of
British Military Administration in Singapore.

This insignia comprises a lion and palm tree embroidered in gold
cotton on green felt 3 this badge was worn on the right shoulder
of the Battle -Dress jacket, with the lion facing forward.

After the end of World War 2, the pre  -war Malaya Command
was re -formed on 1 November 1945, with its headquarters at Fort
Canning Hill in Singapore.

Then in August 1947, Headquarters Far East Land Forces
(HQ FARELF) was established, with Headquarters at Sin gapore.

At the same time, Malaya Command was downgraded and ] o
divided into two military districts & 6 Mal aya Di st The Singapore District badge, worn
6Singapore Districtd. between August 1947 and August 1950

Singapore Base District, 1950 - 1971

In response to the Malayan Emergency, on 1 August 1950 Malaya District was upgraded to full command
status as OMalaya Command?d. At the same ti me, Singap
Headquarters Singapore Base District was  located at Fort Canning Hill.

This is a pair of original formation badges of Singapore Base District, worn between 1950 and 1971. The insignia
comprises a lion and palm tree in gold, printed on green diagonal weave cotton drill material d worn on the
shoulder with the lion facing forward.

Early pattern insignia (1947 -50) were yellow cotton embroidered on dark green felt, while later insignia such as
these were printed on cotton drill material.

From 15 October 1970, HQ Far East Land Forces was co -located at Tanglin and absorbed HQ Singapore
District. Singapore Base District ceased to existon 11 January 1971 when ANZUK Force was created.

The lion standing in front of a royal palm
tree is the old symbol for Singapore, ant
An opposing pair of Singapore Base District formabiages can still be seen on bronze plaques o
printed on diagonal weave cotton drill material, wavith the the Elgin Bridge over the Singapore
lion facing forward, in use between August 1950 and Januz River, designed bwn Italian sculptor
1971. Cavaliere Rudolfo Nolli.
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COMMEMORATION

Republic of Singapore

During his recent visit to Kuala Lumpur,
Paul Rosenzweig was successful in
acquiring for the Branch a Singapore flag.

With our flags we honour the operational
service of Australian Defence Force
personnel at our ceremonial events.

In particular, we honour the 13 fallen from
the periods of the Malayan Emergency
and the Indonesian Confrontation with
Malaysia who remain buried overseas in
Singapore.

Kranji Military Cemetery, Singapore

Royal Australian Navy

Mal, Pau) Jeffand Don with our nevingaporeNational Flag.

Rs51381 Cook Alan Campbell Cooper, Dsg HMAS Anzad(II) (25 December 1957)

Royal Australian Engineers

58702 Sapper Anthony John Colohan, Plant Troop Workshop, 21 Construction Squadron (15 December 1965)

6363 WO2 Maxwell Clyde Hutchinson, Transport Troop, 21 Construction Squadron (8 April 1966)

1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment

1/2817 Corporal John Robert Harrison (31 May 1960)

2/8409 Lieutenant Clive William Bridge (28 July 1961)

3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment

1200029 Private Larry Richard Downes, ‘A’ Company (17 May 1965)

4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment

14982 Private John Wynne ‘Taffy’ Jones, ‘A’ Company (28 May 1966)

215881 Private Liam Mallows ‘Len’ O’Carroll, ‘C’ Company (27 May 1966)

342550 Corporal Peter John Joseph West, Assault Pioneer Platoon, Support Company (2 July 1966)

1 Squadron, Special Air Service Regiment

37562 Lance-Corporal Paul Harold Denehey, Royal Australian Corps of Signals (6 June 1965)

Royal Australian Air Force

A31167 Warrant Officer Heathcote Byron Brown, No 1 (Bomber) Squadron (9 April 1953)

As1076 Leading Aircraftman Michael Murphy, No 1 (Bomber) Squadron (3 December 1956)

03606 Wing Commander Norman Henry Nixon DFC (9 February 1961)

Lest we Forget
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OPERATION ‘CHERAS ROAD’

President Paul Rosenzweig recently visited
the Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil
Cemetery. This is located south of the city,
on the east side of the Cheras Highway.

Within the grounds, the graves of military
personnel are found in a separate annex
established by the Common-wealth War
Graves Commission, enclosed by a fence
and evergreen hedge.

The 156 World War 2 burials include one ] ] ]
New Zealand casualty. There are over 600 Tanah Perkuburan Perang Cheras is the final resting place6

non-world war burials of Servicemen and Commonwealthpersonnel killed during WW2, particularly in t
dependants —there were previously seven Malayan Campaign and the Japanese occupation of MalBlyere
New Zealanders buried here, but since are also over 600 neworld war burials includingervcemenand
2018 just five remain. their dependantsvho died during the Malayan Emergency

Cheras Road Civil Cemetery
Kuala Lumpur

In 2017, we observed the 57th anniversary of the end of the Malayan Emergency (1948-1960) and the
51st anniversary of the end of the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia (1962-1966).

In Kuching, Sarawak on 29 August 2017 the New Zealand Malayan Veterans Association (MVA) unveiled and
dedicated a special commemorative plague honouring the NZ contribution to Confrontation.

There were no fatalities as a result of enemy action during Confrontation, but 12 New Zealanders died or were
accidentally killed in Southeast Asia during the period of Confrontation between 1964 and 1966.

The New Zealand roll of honour records
the deaths of 66 New Zealanders on
operational service in the Malayan and
Malaysian campaigns between 1948 and
1966.

From Kuching, the MVA contingent then
visited peninsular Malaysia, including
Kuala Lumpur and Penang.

The party visited the grave of every New
Zealand Service person who died in the
Malay conflicts — in Ipoh and Taiping,
Malacca and Kranji and at Cheras Road in
Kuala Lumpur.

At Cheras Road at that time, there was one
World War 2 burial from New Zealand and
seven non-world war burials. Two were
repatriated in August 2018 under the New This image shows the NZMVA veterans giving a
Zealand Defence Force’s Te Aurakproject. salute at the Cheras Road Cemeteriuala Lumpur.
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70154 Squadron-Leader Alexander Stuart Tie (1924-1956)
No 41 (Transport) Squadron, Royal New Zealand Air Force

During the Malayan Emergency, ‘A’ Flight of No 41 Squadron was the first New Zealand deployment to South East
Asia since World War 2 — based at RAF Changi in Singapore in 1949-51 (with DC-3 Dakotas) and again from 1955
(with Bristol Freighters), and during Confrontation until 1966.

The Bristol Freighter became the ubiquitous symbol of New Zealand’s defence effort in South East Asia.

Squadron-Leader Tie, 41 Squadron’s Commanding Officer, was killed on 10 December 1956, aged 32, when the
Bristol Type 170 Freighter ‘NZ5901’ piloted by Tie crashed in the Cameron Highlands. Also killed were the two
other aircrew, three Royal Army Service Corps air dispatchers (a fourth survived), and two Malayan film makers.
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76940 Flying Officer Douglas Errol Nelson (1916-1956)
No 41 (Transport) Squadron, Royal New Zealand Air Force

Born in Masterton, Wairarapa on 3 August
1916, Nelson enlisted in December 1940
as an Air Gunner under training. He was
attached to the Royal Canadian Air Force
and RAF and served during World War 2 as
a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner Sergeant.

He re-enlisted in the RNZAF on 16 April
1953; in 1955 he was granted a Short
Service Commission and attended an
officer’s course at Whenuapai.

In November 1956, during the Malayan
Emergency, he was posted to RAAF Changi
in Singapore as a Wireless Operator with
No 41 (Transport) Squadron.

He was killed in the Bristol Freighter crash Theheadstoneof FlyingOfficer Douglas Errol Nelson
on 10 December 1956, aged 40. in the Commonwealth War Graves annex (82vgrave 1225
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73883 Flying Officer William Anthony Devescovi (1927-1956)
No 41 (Transport) Squadron, Royal New Zealand Air Force

Born on 16 September 1927 in Greymouth
in Grey District, William Devescovi served
at the end of World War 2 as a Private with
Base Headquarters of the Second New
Zealand Expeditionary Force.

He then served with ‘Jayforce’ (J Force),
the New Zealand contribution to the
British Commonwealth Occupation Force
in Japan in 1946-48 following the end of
World War 2.

He subsequently enlisted in the RNZAF,
and on 10 December 1956 was promoted
to Flying Officer (Navigator).

During the Malayan Emergency, he was
posted to RAAF Changi in Singapore with
No 41 (Transport) Squadron.

Theheadstoneof Flying Officer William Anthony Devescovi
in the Commonwealth War Graves annex (2vgrave 1224

Flying Officer Devescovi was also killed in the crash of Bristol Freighter ‘NZ25901’ during a supply drop mission
over jungle in the Sekam River Valley east of the Cameron Highlands on 10 December 1956, aged 29.

In August 2018, the remains of 27 New Zealand Army soldiers
and one child buried in Malaysia and Singapore were
returned to their families in a ramp ceremony at Auckland
International Airport.

The repatriation was part of New Zealand’s Te Aurakproject,
under which NZDF personnel and dependants buried
overseas after 1 January 1955 would be returned to New
Zealand following a change in Government policy.

Nine of them were killed in action during the Malayan
Emergency or the Vietnam War.

The repatriated personnel were returned on a chartered Air
New Zealand flight and received with a traditional Maori
welcome, before the caskets were carried past a guard of
honour and handed back to their families.

Originally, 28 Service personnel were being repatriated.

However, the NZDF was unable to disinter Flying Officer
William Anthony Devescovi from Malaysia. Devescovi and
two other RNZAF crew members died in a plane crash in
Malaya in 1956 and were buried together at Cheras Road
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Kuala Lumpur.

The names of Squadron-Leader Tie, Flying Officer Nelson and
Flying Officer Devescovi are honoured on the Rolls of Honour
at the Auckland War Memorial Museum (right) and on the
AWMM Online Cenotaph, and by the New Zealand War
Graves Project.
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Cheras Road Civil Cemetery
Kuala Lumpur

When Bristol Freighter ‘NZ5901’ crashed
on 10 December 1956, also killed were
three Royal Army Service Corps air
dispatchers (a fourth survived), and two
Malayan civilians from the Malayan Film
Unit (Mr Louis Paul and Mr Low Hong
Chye).

The aircraft crashed during a supply drop
mission over jungle east of the Cameron

Highlands. In poor visibility, the aircraft o
accidentally entered the Sekam River Among thenorrworld war burialsnthe Commonwealth War Grave

Valley where it crashed near the top of a annexare three British air dispatchers from 55 Company, Royal 4
steep ridge. Service Cordsuried in row32 (gravesl227 to 1229, left of image)

55 Company, Royal Army Service Corps (Air Despatch)

The wreckage of the Bristol Freighter was found some four hours after the crash, but poor weather prevented a
rescue party being landed. An SAS patrol was eventually inserted into the jungle, some 2,000 yards from the crash
site. Patrols from 4 Royal Malay Regiment were also despatched to the crash site.

The rescue parties found the wreckage spread over a wide area, and the evidence of a fierce fire. It was believed
that there could be no survivors. Among the dead were Sergeant BR Mathews (crew commander), Corporal MS
Walters and Driver M Wakefield, air dispatchers from 55 Company, Royal Army Service Corps.

The SAS patrol left the scene, but the Malay regiment and their trackers remained in the area. A shelter was
found near the wreckage, and a few days later a track was discovered going down the slope where another
shelter was found some 1,000 yards from the crash site. Ongoing searches found two more shelters. Four more
shelters were found, and it became apparent that the track was following a stream. Twelve days after the crash,
Driver Tommy Lee (Air Despatcher) was found by the stream. A helicopter was summoned to evacuate him to
the British Military Hospital Kinrara near Kuala Lumpur.

Driver Lee related that he salvaged some Gurkha ration packs from the wreckage, and stayed there for two days
before setting off to try to find his way out. By the time he was found he had travelled seven miles through
difficult terrain, with burned hands and a broken ankle. He was awarded a ‘Mentioned in Despatches’.

Sergeant BMathews Driver M Wakefield Corporal MS Walters
(row 32, grave 1227) (row 32, grave 1228) (row 32, grave 1229)
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MALAYAN EMERGENCY CONFRONTATION
Roll of Honour — August Roll of Honour — August

Honouring the sacrifice of the 45 Australians  Honouring the sacrifice of the 26 Australians
who died on operational service during the who died during the general period of the

general period of the Malayan Emergency, Indonesian  Confrontation with Malaysia,
16 June 1948 to 31 July 1960. 24 December 1962 to 11 August 1966.
A22152 Pilot Il Gordon John McDonald, 37746 Private Dennis Michael Millane,
No 38 (Transport) Squadron, RAAF: 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment
31 August 1950 27 August 1965
3/2983 Private Henry Maxwell Jephson, 5713692 Sapper Geoffrey Francis Mills,
2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment: 22 Construction Squadron,
18 August 1956 Royal Australian Engineers
2/8649 Bombardier Donald Keith Sutton, 9 August 1966

105 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery: Lest we Forget
2 August 1957

2/12680 Private Brian Howard Ferrell,
1st Battalion, Roya | Australian Regiment:
23 August 1960

Lest we Forget

3/2983 Private Henry Maxwell Jephson (1932-1956)

Born in Warragul, Victoria on 8 February 1932, Henry Jephson
enlisted in the Australian Regular Army on 2 February 1951.

After recruit training, he was assigned to the Royal Australian
Infantry Corps and was posted to the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment on 28 August 1951. He sailed with the battalion to South
Korea on the ‘New Australia’ on 5 March 1953.

He saw active service as a Rifleman during the Korean War from
17 March until the battalion returned home on 6 April 1954. The
Korean War medal group of Private Jephson is on display in the
2RAR Historical Collection in Townsville.
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During the Malayan Emergency, on 8 October 1955 he embarked on
the ‘Georgic’ when 2RAR sailed for its first tour of Malaya, assigned
to the 28th Commonwealth Independent Infantry Brigade Group.
He disembarked in Penang on 20 October. 2x0. BATTALION

OYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT

On 18 August 1956, Private Jephson was killed in motor-cycle ¥
accident whilst on leave — in a head-on collision south of Kampar in \OL _HONOUR
Perak State. He was aged 24. [P} e 3

Private Jephson was buried with full military honours in the Taiping
(Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak, Malaysia. The
funeral escort was commanded by Lieutenant Brian McFarlane.

Private Jephson is one of 50 Australian fallen from the Malayan wars
— 42 from the Emergency and 8 from Confrontation — who remain
buried overseas.

Please contact the 2RAR Historical Collection if you know the
whereabouts of his General Service Medal with clasp ‘Malaya’.

Lest we Forget
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2/12680 Private Brian Howard Ferrell (1931-1960)
Brian Ferrell enlisted in the Australian Regular Army in NSW, gaining the numeric 2/’ prefix to his Army number.

After recruit training, he was assigned to the Royal Australian Infantry Corps. He was then posted as a Rifleman to ‘C’ Company
of the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR).

In 1959, during the Malayan Emergency, sea and air transport was arranged to deploy about 700 soldiers and 250 families to
Malaya between August and November, to replace the 2RAR battalion group.

On 20 September 1959, the 1RAR battalion group embarked on the chartered troopship MV Flaminia for Singapore, comprising
101 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery and 1 Field Troop, Royal Australian Engineers. The Flaminia was a former
passenger liner, in the service of the British Merchant Navy during the early years of World War 2 as the Empire Swan. This
exchange of troops in 1959 occurred between migrant transfers from Trieste, Rotterdam and Bremerhaven (1958-59) and
further migrant voyages from Europe to Australia until November 1961.

The incoming battalion group disembarked at Singapore on 2 October and, after a period of acclimatisation and issuing of
equipment, underwent jungle training at the Jungle Warfare School at Kota Tinggi. They were soon reported to be flat out’,
getting their first month-long taste of the Malayan jungle.

The following month they moved to Perak State and joined the 28th Commonwealth Independent Infantry Brigade Group in
the continuing hunt for communist-terrorists in North Malaya. The brigade group again came under the control of Australian
Army Force, Headquarters Far East Land Forces (FARELF).

The Government of the Federation of Malaya declared the Emergency over on 31 July 1960, but the 1RAR battalion group
continued on operations until the end of its scheduled tour of duty in October 1961.

Three weeks after the Emergency was declared over, on 23 August 1960 Private Ferrell drowned accidentally in Perak, near
the Thai border, aged 28. His body was recovered in Sunggei Perak on 25 August, and he was buried with full military honours
in the Taiping (Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak, Malaysia.

His death is not listed by the Australian War Memorial under ‘Malayan Emergency’ as his death occurred after 31 July 1960:
it is instead listed under the title ‘Southeast Asia, 1955-1975’ (panel 2 in the Commemorative Area).

By May 1960 Private Ferrell had qualified for the General Service Medal, 1918-62 with clasp ‘Malaya’, and on 3 September
1960 it was consigned to his mother Mrs Emily Agnes Cora Ferrell, who was living in Margaret Street, North Adelaide. It was
returned unclaimed on 16 December 1960.

Private Ferrell is one of 50 Australian fallen from the Malayan wars — 42 from the Emergency and 8 from Confrontation — who
remain buried overseas.

Lest we Forget
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