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SEKOLAH  KEBANGSAAN  

The SA/NT Branch NMBVAA is taking a four-pronged approach to commemoration, including 
ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ΨwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ψ[ƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ hǳǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
provide financial assistance to three schools in the Bau District of Sarawak, located in areas 
where Australian forces were deployed in 1965 and 1966 during Confrontation. 

These fortified company patrol bases in the First Division of Sarawak had the 
aim of protecting the capital Kuching by defending the main approaches to 
Bau ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻŦ YǳŎƘƛƴƎέΦ 

We are very grateful for the assistance of the Sarawak Tourism Federation 
for facilitating our school visits when we are able to visit Sarawak. 
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Sekolah Kebangsaan Serabak 

SK Serabak was built on the site of a rifle 
company patrol base which had been 
occupied by óCô Company of the  
3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
from March to July 1965 during Indonesiaôs 
Confrontation with Malaysia.  

This was the middle of the three 3RAR forward company 
positions, located southwest of Kuching close to the Sarawak-
Kalimantan border. It covered a major infiltration route ï the 
Jagoi Ridge ï running between Serikin and Stass.  

This patrol base comprised company headquarters plus 7, 8 
and 9 Platoons and supporting elements, and was supported 
by two L5 105 mm Howitzers of 29 (Corunna) Light Battery, 
Royal Artillery.  

Resupply was largely by helicopter and parachute drop. All 
Landing Zones in the First Division of Sarawak were 
designated óRedô: the Landing Zone at Serikin was designated 
óRed 22ô. 

From company bases such as this, patrols were mounted to 
deter and counter any incursions from Kalimantan into 
Malaysian territory. These bases were typically surrounded by 
barbed wire entanglements, covered by Claymore anti-
personnel mines and illumination flares. 

 

This Certificate of Affiliation was presented  
to SK Serabak on 13 September 2022. 

 

This is the Serikin ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ΨCΩ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ wƻȅŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ  
Regiment in 1965 ς and pictured below in 2019 (images by Private Jeff Hiscock and Paul Rosenzweig). 

  



ôCõ Company, 3RAR ð 1965  

 

These are photographs from the album of 15756 Corporal Bill Lagas, who worked in the Battalion Headquarters 
(Intelligence Section) of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment on active service in Borneo in 1965, showing 
the Ψ/Ω /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ tƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 7.62 mm General-Purpose Machine-Gun (GPMG) bunker. 

 

Westland Scout AH.1 at ΨwŜŘ ннΩ (Bill Lagas) 

 

Sioux observation helicopter at Serikin (Bill Lagas) 

 

The dining mess at Serikin (Jeff Hiscock) 

 

The sleeping area at Serikin (Jeff Hiscock) 

  



Sekolah Kebangsaan Serabak 

 

Our 2019 reunion party visited SK Serabak to present our donation to the ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
efforts. The ceremony was conducted by Mrs Magdalena anak Joseph Nyadi (Senior Assistant for Student Affairs) 
and our donation was accepted by Mrs Roslin anak Paula (Senior Assistant of Administration). 

 

Presentations to SK Serabak 

 

Mrs Roslin anak Paula 

 

Lunch at SK Serabak 

 

Red Water Apple Tree (Pohon Jambuh Air Merah) 
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Sekolah Kebangsaan Stass 

SK Stass was built on the site of a rifle 
company patrol base which had been 
occupied by óAô Company of the  
3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
from March to June 1965 during 
Indonesiaôs Confrontation with Malaysia.  

This was the northernmost of the three 3RAR forward 
company positions, located close to the Sarawak-Kalimantan 
border, to deter and counter any incursions.  

This fortified patrol base comprised company headquarters 
plus 1, 2 and 3 Platoons and supporting elements, and was 
supported by L5 105 mm Howitzers of 29 (Corunna) Light 
Battery, Royal Artillery and a óGreen Archerô Radar.  

The Landing Zone at Stass was designated óRed 21ô. 

óDô Company, 3RAR was based at Stass during June and July 
1965.  

Between April and September 1966, óBô Company of the  
4th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (4RAR) occupied the 
Stass base, supported by a 105 mm Howitzer established by 
óVô Battery of 6 Light Regiment, Royal Artillery. 

óBô Company was the middle of the three 4RAR forward 
company positions. 

 

This Certificate of Affiliation was presented  
to SK Stass on 13 September 2022. 

 

This is the Stass defensive positionΣ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ Ψ!Ω /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΣ wƻȅŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ  
Regiment in 1965 ς and pictured below in 2009 (images by Corporal Bill Lagas and Paul Rosenzweig). 

  



ôAõ Company, 3RAR ð 1965  

 

These are photographs from the album of 15756 Corporal Bill Lagas, who worked in the Battalion Headquarters 
(Intelligence Section) of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment on active service in Borneo in 1965, showing 
the ΨAΩ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ defensive position at Stass during his visit there in April 1965. 

 

.ƛƭƭ [ŀƎŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ω /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ōŀǎŜ ŀǘ {ǘŀǎǎ 

 

The General-Purpose Machine-Gun (GPMG) bunker 

 

±ƛŎƪŜǊǎ ±ŀƭŜǘǘŀ /м Ψ±·пфсΩ, No 52 Squadron RAF 

 

Resupply airdrop at Stass, 10 April 1965 

  



Sekolah Kebangsaan Stass 

  

Sekolah Kebangsaan Stass, 6 January 2009 (images by Major Paul Rosenzweig). 

 

Members of the South Australia & Northern Territory Branch of the National Malaya &  
Borneo Veterans Association Australia made a reunion visit to SK Stass on 30 August 2019. 
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Sekolah Kebangsaan Suba Buan 

During Indonesiaôs Confrontation with 
Malaysia, fortified company patrol bases 
near the Sarawak-Kalimantan border were 
occupied by rifle companies of the  
3rd Battalion (1965) and 4th Battalion 
(1966) of the Royal Australian Regiment. 

The company patrol bases southwest of Kuching were located 
astride some of the traditional trading routes between 
Indonesian Kalimantan and Bau/Kuching. The Australian rifle 
companies were established to deter and counter any 
incursions into Malaysian territory. 

Their task was to protect the Sarawak capital by defending the 
approaches to Bau ï which was recognised as óthe key to the 
door of Kuchingô. 

Associated with these forward bases, platoon defensive 
positions and patrol bases were established at key sites 
throughout the Bau district, including Kampung Krokong and 
Kampung Suba Buan. 

From March to July 1965, 29 (Corunna) Light Battery, Royal 
Artillery established Fire Support Bases with L5 105 mm 
Howitzers in each 3RAR company position. It also established 
Fire Support Bases (one 105 mm Howitzer each) at Kampung 
Serabak, Bokah, Krokong and Suba Buan. 

 

This Certificate of Affiliation was presented  
to SK Suba Buan on 13 September 2022. 

 

Members of the South Australia & Northern Territory Branch of the National Malaya &  
Borneo Veterans Association Australia made a reunion visit to SK Suba Buan on 30 August 2019. 

  



Sekolah Kebangsaan Suba Buan 

  

Sekolah Kebangsaan Suba Buan, 30 August 2019. 

 

SA/NT Branch members with some of the SK Suba Buan staff, 30 August 2019. 

  

  



Operation ôHornbill 2022õ 

 

On 13 September 2022, our executive party was hosted on a visit to SK Serabak to present our school donations 
and gifts. We were accompanied by Datuk Dr Philip Ting AM PGBK, Australian Honorary Consul to Sarawak,  
and Fiona Marcus Raja, Chair of the Sarawak Heritage Development Committee, Sarawak Tourism Federation. 

 

Presentations to SK Serabak 

 

Presentations to SK Stass 

 

Presentations to SK Suba Buan 

 

Our host Ms Magdalena anak Joseph Nyadi 

 


