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2014, 50th Anniversary of Deployments 

2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                                                                    

15 AUGUST 2014                                                                        

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen,                                                                                                                      

Selamat Pagi dan Selamat Datang……..Good Morning and Welcome. 

There have been a number of long term special events completed this past year due to 

persistance and the long overdue need to ensure the records were corrected, publicised and given 

due respect....and these events combined have put the two post WW2 undeclared wars fought on 

the Malayan Peninsula and in Borneo, into the line of sight of several very influential people, 

including the chiefs of the Australian Armed Forces and the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 

Senator the Hon Michael Ronaldson. 

47 years after the end of the Indonesian Confrontation, the Roll of Honour for all Australian 

soldiers who were KIA, DoW and DoI, was mounted in the Galleries of the Rolls of Honour at 

the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. I would like to acknowledge the assistance and 

empathy given by Meredith Duncan, a research curator at the AWM...terima kasih ma’am. 

It took 17 months to organise, however, the 50th Anniversary of Embarkation onboard the RAN 

troopship HMAS Sydney 111 R17, was commemorated over a four day period in Sydney from 

22-25 May, 2014. The City of Sydney RSL hosted the Meet n Greet and the After the Service 

functions, and HMAS Kuttabul hosted the Commemoration service in Garden Island near where 

the Sydney was tied up, on Saturday, 24 May, 2014........                                                                          

the event was given Significant Anniversary status by DVA and funding for some logistics. 

Wreaths were placed by VADM Ray Griggs AO CSC Chief of Navy, representing the Chief of 

Army MAJGEN Michael Slater AO DSC CSC and GPCAPT Carl Newman representing the 

Chief of Air Force. Malaysia was represented by the Consulate Head of Post in Sydney and two 

Defence Advisors from the Embassy in Canberra. RAN Chaplain Russell Smith conducted the 

service and music was provided by the RAN Band Sydney. The Catafalque Party was from         

145 Signals Sqn RASignals and 6 Aviation Regt at Holsworthy. 

The Anniversary Dinner was hosted by Rose Bay RSL where presentations were made to the 

skipper of the Sydney for that voyage, CAPT John Stevenson RAN and WO Martin Grogan OAM  

manager of the RAN Museum at HMAS Cerberus.    
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After another change of venue, Hilton RSL is now the “home” of the Branch for meetings and 

some informal functions. There has been a change of committee at the club and the hospitality 

extended by the club is very helpful for all concerned. Branch meetings are scheduled for the 

third Friday of the month, except for public holidays, in January no meeting, and December 

when the Christmas lunch is held.  

A proper fund raising program has been commenced under the management of Jenny Cameron. 

Regular BBQ’s are held at Bunning’s Modbury and to date, over $1,600.00 nett has been tipped 

into the Branch bank account....my thanks to those members who are the Chefs and helpers. It is 

quite a change to see the Branch is now financially independent and self supporting... the 

benefits will flow into the social activities for members attending....banyak bagusla.... 

The 2014 Malaya & Borneo Veterans’ Day commemoration has been rescheduled to Friday, 

19th September, 2014. This is due to the 50th Anniversary of Deplyments tour to the Peninsula 

and Sarawak conflicting with the traditional date.  

Bill Denny AM BM has resigned as the Director, Veterans’ SA after a six year tenure. Bill has 

been a great supporter of the SA NT Branch and we wish him well for the future. 

The Centenary of ANZAC commences in 2015. There will be numerous activities extending 

over the next four years. One project underway here is the building of an interactive diorama at 

the Army Museum in Keswick Barracks featuring a refurbished 40mm Bofor gun depicting             

Vic Pennington’s “H”otel  gun from 111 Bty RAA as it was deployed during the Indonesian 

Confrontation between 1964-1966. It will feature movement, comms between the Command 

Post and a Early Warning Observation Post, and gun fire sound effects. A bronze plaque on the 

Layers sheild will commemorate the loss of Bdr Barry Algar and Gnr Steve Danks.  

I have commenced a project to invite, and host, the only surviving Gurkha soldier Victoria Cross 

recipient from the Indonesian Confrontation to Adelaide for a period during ANZAC week 2015. 

Ram Bahadur LimbuVC, was serving as a L/Cpl with the 2nd Bn, 10th Queen Mary’s Own 

Gurkha Rifles Regt, and on the 21st September, 1965, whilst a member of a 16 man patrol near 

Bau in Sarawak, a large group of Indonesian insurgents was engaged, dug in on the high ground 

and armed with automatic weapons. The resulting action saw the Indonesians routed and Ram 

was written up for the Victoria Cross. Retiring as a Captain, he is now 74 and lives in Nepal near 

Kathmandu.  

I think we are on track for another very rewarding year with the focus on ensuring the attention 

generated this year will be continued and confirmed with a long overdue Memorial agreed to be 

built in Canberra for these two post WW2 undeclared wars. Integral to, and no less important, is 

the compiling and publication of the Nominal Rolls for these two campaigns....the only ones not 

available for post WW2 Australian campaigns. 

Finally, my thanks to the Committee and Branch members who have always been there..... 

Terima kasih dan banyak bagus..                                                                                                           

Ubique. 

 Brian Selby.  

                                                                            COURAGE       MATESHIP           PRIDE 

Lest We Forget                                                                  Jangan Kita Lupa 


